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Oregon Vesper Sparrow

e ‘West-side’ subspec. of widespread grassland spp.

 Bred from SW BC, south to N California
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Oregon Vesper Sparrow

“rather abundant on the Nisqually plains” and

“common in summer on the prairies”
—George Suckley, 1860
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Oregon Vesper Sparrow:

Ground nester
High site fidelit
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POPULATION STATUS

Extirpated:

* Biritish Columbia
 Vashon Island
 Seattle area
 Dungeness

San Juans (?)

Current:
* WA pop <300 of <3,000

OREGON VESPER SPARROW

® BR. SEASON RECS (1999-2018)

A HISTORIC BR. SEASON (<19299)

® Migrant Great Basin subspecies
GrasslInd/Oak
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WASHINGTON
POPULATION STATUS

cCurrent:

e ~85% on Joint-Base
Lewis-McChord
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OREGON VESPER SPARROW

BREEDING SEASON RECORDS (2000-2018)
HISTORIC (PRE-2000) RECORDS
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

JOINT BASE LEWIS-MCCHORD
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FACTORS AFFECTING POPULATIONS:

 Habitat loss: fragmentation, development
[Washington’s human population predicted increase to 9.2
million by 2040 (OFM 2018)]

e Scotch Broom, Invas
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FACTORS AFFECTING POPULATIONS:

« Habitat loss, fragmentation, continued development
e Scotch Broom, invasive species

« Small population size:
— Loss of genetic health -
— Reduced egg hatchability (observed)

— Reduced fithess
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FACTORS AFFECTING POPULATIONS:

e Habitat loss, Scotch Broom, small population size

e Predation
Disturbance
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A neonicotinoid insecticide reduces
fueling and delays migration
in songbirds

Margaret L. Eng', Bridget J. M. Stutchbury?, Christy A. Morrissey>**

Neonicotinoids are neurotoxic insecticides widely used as seed treatments, but little is
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MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES:
e Surveys, research
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12
MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES:

Center for Natural

e Surveys, research Lands

Munagemen‘k

 Prairie protection, restoration

— Prescribed fire program
— CNLM, JBLM,

\,uget Sounq
SOUTH PUGET SOUND &

NORTH OLYMPIC WILDLIFE AREAS
2017 MANAGEMENT PLAN UDATE

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
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Land Management Summary re 4
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et Sound Ecological Fire Program

2017 Summary Report
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Center for Natural
Lands

Munugemen'!:

Abouti THURSTON COUNTY, WA
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« History of decline,
« Small population (<
» Restricted to rare/declining habitat

Recommendation:
e List as Endangered
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Recovery actions?

e Adapt prairie management
— Singing perches

* Include species in HCP’s
e PHS, Wildlife Area planning

THURSTON COUNTY, WA

Developing Solutions: Hz
Conservation Plan (HCR).>{ /)

Working together to create an efficient process for the corimunjty.

Information is subject to changes and amendments over time. 15 February 12, 2021 WDFW Commission Meeting



Public comments received:

5 supported listing and recovery action
1 did not support listing
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Questions?
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