
Washington Fish and 
Wildlife Police
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What do Fish and Wildlife Officers do?

• The primary role of the enforcement program is to 
protect our natural resources and the public we serve. 

• Officers also respond to public safety issues such as 
dangerous wildlife conflicts, natural disasters (including 
fires, floods, and severe storms), and general law 
enforcement calls for service. 
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What do Fish and Wildlife Officers do?

• Officers are charged with enforcing many other 
non-wildlife laws and are called upon to assist 
other law enforcement agencies. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6b/United_States_Forest_Service_LEI_Patch.gif
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Public Safety and General Law Enforcement 

• Wildfire, floods and rescue 
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Public Safety and General Law Enforcement 

• Boating safety (boating under the influence, equipment), 
traffic, drugs, warrants, SWAT teams….
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Natural 
Resource 
Enforcement 

• Saltwater 
fisheries and 
shellfish 
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Natural 
Resource 
Enforcement 

• Fishing, mineral 
prospecting, 
hydraulics 
projects
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Natural 
Resource 
Enforcement 

• Timber and 
plant harvest, 
garbage dumps, 
stolen vehicles, 
marijuana 
groves
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Natural 
Resource 
Enforcement 

• Commercial fish 
and shellfish 
patrols and 
investigations
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Dangerous 
Wildlife 
Conflicts 
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Relocating wildlife 
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Public 
Relations 

• Media, public meetings, sportman’s
groups and shows, hunter 
education, fishing events, school 
presentations 
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Hunting Activity, patrols, check stations 
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Investigations 

This can 
include 
investigations 
into poaching 
and trafficking 
as well as 
injured and 
protected  
wildlife 
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Tools and 
equipment 

• Officers get to use a variety of 
equipment to complete their 
patrols such as ATVs, 
snowmobiles, boats, binoculars, 
and more! 
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On the job 
training 

• Officers also take 
continuing 
education courses 
so they are up-to-
date with the 
latest technology, 
techniques, and 
best practices. 
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Becoming 
a fish and 
wildlife 
officer 

It is a rigorous process to become an officer. Candidates 
must go through four phases of recruitment including: 

• Public Safety Testing, Law Enforcement Exam, 
Physical Fitness Ability Test.

• An oral panel, thorough background 
investigation, assessment screening and 
interviews.

• Polygraph, psychological assessment. 
• Field training 
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A rewarding 
career 

A career as a fish and wildlife 
officer can be challenging, but 
also very rewarding. 

• Officers who love the job 
cite their connection to the 
community they serve.

• The opportunity to 
perpetuate fish and wildlife 
opportunities for 
generations to come.

• To work outdoors and 
foster appreciation for 
outdoor experiences. 
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Interested? To learn more please visit: 
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/
enforcement/jobs
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