Washington
Department of

FISH and
WILDLIFE

‘ 500/(’
PN




‘90eds pue ‘1919ys

‘191eM ‘po0y apn|pul sieligeH iaq ||Im Asyy 1abbiq ayy ‘aaey Asyl pooy aiow syl
pue 1eligey ay3 Jabue| ay| oIl Asyi a1aym uo buipuadap Alea |Im 8ziIs J1ay |
'SLUIBD]S [|ewS 0} ‘saye| 01 'SI9ALI woJ) sieligey Jo A1aLiea e ul aAl| ued Asyl suesw
SIYy] "ysi a|gerdepe ue aite Aay] "paJ yblig os|e ale SISA0D ||ID 119yl SBWIBWOS
"9pIs J1I9yl buoje aduis paJ 1ybuq e aaey Asy] ‘sulj pue sa1poq J418y3 JOAO ||e s1ods
oe|q 9AeY IN0J) pueqpay INoJ} moquiel Jo 9dA) |eidads e sI InoJy puegpal ay|




Redband trout are found in inland lakes, rivers, and streams east
of the Cascade Mountains in Washington and Oregon. They are
also found in Montana, Idaho, and Northern California.




It takes two to three years for a redband trout to mature into an

adult. Let's explore their lifecycle. /_
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Between March and May female redband trout begin to lay eggs
which are then fertilized by the males. This process is called spawning.



Female redband trout lay up to 2,000 eggs in underwater
gravel nests called redds. D




Newly hatched trout are called alevin or sac fry. They have a yolk
sac to keep them fed while they grow bigger. Once the yolk sac is
gone, alevins become fry and leave the nest.




Fry then become juveniles. They stay juveniles for their first 3-4
years until they become adults. As they grow, they eat different
things like insects, invertebrates, and small fish.



Before the Chief Joseph and Grand Coulee dams were built, some redband
trout migrated all the way to the ocean and back! After the dams, redbands
adapted their life history to migrate to lakes or migrate within streams to
spawn. Today, redband trout have three different life strategies. Some live
in larger rivers, some live in small streams and some migrate from rivers or

steams to lakes.




Redband trout have been an important part of people’s culture, long
before Europeans settled in the Pacific Northwest. Indigenous peoples
have been caretakers of redband trout since time immemorial.



Today, many recreational anglers enjoy the thrill of catching redband
trout. In some areas, redband trout are catch and release only, so it's
important to know the fishing rules in your area.



The species is important for other animals too. Bears, river
otters, birds like herons and kingfishers, raccoons, and
bobcats all eat redband trout.

You can help make sure this special species stays with us.
When camping and playing outside, make sure to always

pick up your trash. You can also pick up litter with an adult to
help clean up outdoor spaces.






Don’t dump chemicals down the drains or into roads, rivers,
streams or other waterways. These chemicals make it into
our water and can harm the fish.




Without redband trout, Washington just wouldn't be the
same. If we take care of our redband trout everyone will have
the opportunity to enjoy this special fish!






