Excerpts from Policy 3630, Columbia River Salmon Fishery Management,
relating to a Commercial Fishing License Reduction Program and Advancing the
Development and Implementation of Alternative Commercial Fishing Gear

General Provisions
The Department will implement the following actions to promote the achievement of
the purposes of this policy.

1. Development and Implementation of Alternative Commercial Fishing Gear.
The Department shall work towards the goal that commercial fishing gear
being used on the mainstem Columbia River optimize conservation and
economic benefits. The Department shall pursue the development and, as
appropriate, implementation of commercial fishing gear alternatives to the
gears currently authorized in non-treaty mainstem commercial fisheries. This
should be done in a manner that seeks to improve on the catches of target
species and stocks in comparison to the mortality of non-target species and
stocks, in an economically efficient manner across the commercial fishery
infrastructure segments. The development and implementation process shall
include the followingactions.

a. The Department will work with representatives of the commercial and
recreational fishing industries to develop recommendations on the
development and implementation of commercial fishing gear that will
increase the selectivity potential of commercial fisheries compared to
current capabilities, and/or promote state conservation objectives (i.e.
controlling hatchery fish on spawning grounds). Important objectives of
this effort include gaining broad support from the commercial fishing
industry, encouraging creative innovation from the commercial fishing
industry, and complimenting the economic potential and stability of the
commercial fishery while minimizing impacts to mainstem and tributary
recreational fisheries. The Department shall consider options that
provide economic and other incentives for participants to become
involved in alternative gear fisheries.

b. The Department shall seek funding, as appropriate, to support efforts to
develop and implement alternative gears, and work with partners as
appropriate to experiment with alternative gear, conduct any necessary
studies (in such areas as release mortality, stock compositions, and
economic viability), and otherwise facilitate the development of options
for alternative gear use. Assessments of alternative gear types in
comparison to current gear should include at least catch rates, release
mortality rates and overall mortality effects on relevant stocks, economic
value, and effect on the commercial fishery infrastructure as a whole. It
should also be informed by perspectives from commercial and
recreational fisheries.
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The Department shall update the Commission annually on progress on the
above policy actions. The Commission will consider authorizing any successful
alternative commercial fishing gears through rulemaking in a manner that takes
into account allocations and concurrent regulations with Oregon.

Commercial Fishery License Reduction Program. The comprehensive review of

Policy C-3620 from 2013 — 2017 noted a low level of progress towards the
commercial fishery license buyback program advocated by policy intent in
2013. The Commission recognizes that a fully effective program to buyback
commercial fishery licenses would need to be implemented by both Oregon
and Washington, that statutory changes may be required in one or both States,
and that there are many difficulties in designing a concurrent and equitable
program. The Department shall work with members of the commercial fishing
industry, representatives of the recreational fishery sectors and the ODFW to
develop workable objectives and options for a possible commercial license
buyback program. The Department shall then strive to convene a policy level
joint-State body with appropriate Oregon representatives to develop a report on
alternatives for an effective program that is to be submitted to the Washington
and Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commissions for consideration and, if warranted,
possible transmission to statutory authorities.
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