
Eric Quaempts, Natural Resources Director

Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission Meeting
10.19.22

First Foods & Cultural Context of Elk

Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation



CTUIR

Salem

Pendleton



CTUIR Treaty of 1855

Confederation of:
Umatilla;
Walla Walla; and
Cayuse.

1,500 members (BIA Census)

6.4 million acre Ceded Lands

UIR Land Base
1859 Survey ‐ 254,699 acres
Dawes Allotment Act: 158,000 

Restoration: 172,000 
“checkerboard” 

ownership

Currently about 3,080 members

Confederated Tribes of the 
Umatilla Indian Reservation





To protect, restore, and enhance the First Foods - water, 
salmon, deer, cous, and huckleberry - for the perpetual 
cultural, economic, and sovereign benefit of the CTUIR. 

We will accomplish utilizing traditional ecological and 
cultural knowledge and science to inform:

1) population and habitat management goals and 
actions; and

2) natural resource policies and regulatory mechanisms.

First Foods Mission



“We need cold, clear, pure water and salmon”
- átway Louie Dick, CTUIR Member, 1981-82

“You’re always talking about the men’s foods. 
Who is going to take care of the women’s foods?”

- Marie “Butch” Dick, CTUIR Member and wife of Louie, 1988-89

Community Values





First Foods Feasts



First Foods Management Approach
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….Provided, also, that the exclusive right of taking fish 
in the streams running through and bordering said 
reservation is hereby secured to said Indians, and at all 
other usual and accustomed stations in common with 
citizens of the United States, and of erecting suitable 
buildings for curing the same; the privilege of hunting, 
gathering roots and berries and pasturing their stock on 
unclaimed lands in common with citizens is also 
secured to them.

Treaty of 1855, Article 1



….Provided, also, that the exclusive right of taking fish 
in the streams running through and bordering said 
reservation is hereby secured to said Indians, and at all 
other usual and accustomed stations in common with 
citizens of the United States, and of erecting suitable 
buildings for curing the same; the privilege of hunting, 
gathering roots and berries and pasturing their stock on 
unclaimed lands in common with citizens is also 
secured to them.
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Celery Feast:  February

Salmon Feasts:  April, Celilo, Columbia River

Root Feasts:  April – May

Huckleberry Feasts:  July - August

First Foods Cultural Expressions
Community Feasts 



Celebrations/War Dances
New Years Celebration
Root Feast Pow-Wow

Treaty Day Celebration
4th of July
Round Up

First Foods Cultural Expressions
Community Celebrations

Men’s Round Bustle 
Sometimes First Kill Ceremony 

Requirement

Women’s Basket Hat 
(Buckskin Dresses)

Sometimes First Digging/Picking 
Requirement



Men’s Foods 
First Salmon

First Kill

First Foods Cultural Expressions
Individual Ceremonies

Women’s Foods
First Digging
First Picking



DNR: First Foods Physical 
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Treaty Right Links
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To protect, restore, and enhance the First Foods - water, 
salmon, deer, cous, and huckleberry - for the perpetual 
cultural, economic, and sovereign benefit of the CTUIR. 

We will accomplish utilizing traditional ecological and 
cultural knowledge and science to inform:

1) population and habitat management goals and 
actions; and

2) natural resource policies and regulatory mechanisms.

First Foods Mission



Upland Vision



“In what ways might OSU seek to fulfill its Land Grant mission 
by advancing greater and deeper relationship and 
understandings with Native nations...”



Upland Vision

Landscape Pattern     Hyrdologic Function    Soils     Biota



CTUIR Upland Vision



Big Game



Co‐Management



Rainwater Wildlife Habitat Management

Post mastication (Sept 2021)Pre treatment (March 2017)

Prescribed burning (Oct 2021) Post burn (Oct 2021)



Predation



First Foods Management Approach
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Herd Health & Recruitment
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