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Introduction

“... to preserve, protect, and
perpetuate fish, wildlife and
ecosystems, while providing
sustainable fish and wildlife
recreational and commercial
opportunities.”
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Annual and Mean Harvest Estimates
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- 30 year low in
total elk
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- Qver 25,000 hunters
- $41 Million gross

Opponent
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Grazed then Burned Ungrazed then Burned
15 years post-fire Common 15 years post-fire

A bad neighbor is a misfortune, as
much as a good one is a great

blessing.
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Wolf Post-recovery Planning

c:on---~~ WC)I_i; HAVENV 7 WASHINGTON
oy, o CATTLEMEN’S

-

@0
Washington & T _
= T = —

Depar frent of

FISH and 4 Conservatlon ¢,

WILDLIFE = ",  Northwest ASSOCIATION

—



Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) _

Pnst-recnvery Wolf Conservation and Management Plan —= DRAFT alternatives matrix
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Is Washington’s Predator Management
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_Opponent Summary

e Ungulate populations

e Upset balancein

_ €COSYStemMS
@ Top-Down or Bottom-up
policy implementation




Proponent Summary

e More going on than meets the eye
e Sensational, polarizing, visceral
e Abiotic factors at play - wildfire, drought...
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e Rural communities
livelihoods in danger
_——=o-=Depend on healthy
populations of ungulates
e Income
' “e._Culture
e Community




Proponent Summary

e WDFW has a healthy vision
e Sensational, polarizing, visceral

e Abiotic factors at play - wildfire, drought...
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Annual and Mean Harvest Estimates
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District /

# HUNTERS
2007 25,694
2021 16,771

Revenue loss compared to 2007

Loss 51.6 Million/1000 hunters

REVENUE

541,112,000

$26,833,600

(514,278,400)



Predators Impact

275 wolves @ 44 ungulates/year = 12,100 ungulates killed.
360 cougars @ 50 ungulates/year = 18,000 ungulates killed.
TOTAL = 30,100 ungulates killed and 80% are deer.

TOTAL DEER = 24,000 ungulates/year

Plus: Bear
Coyotes
Winter
Road
Hunter Harvest 3600 2022

TOTAL 27,600 UNGULATES KILLED




Deer Population

20,000 current whitetail population
60% antlerless

12,000 x 1 1/2 fawns/antlerless
18,000 fawns
20,000 population

38,000 total deer
- 27,600 kills

10,100 Ending Population

Therefore: 50% decrease in deer population in 2022
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2. What 1s the best estimate of abundance for each population, and what kind of confidence
limits do we have for each estimate?

We are currently in the process of estimating densities in different sites statewide
based on research that showed densities to be variable. This research estimated
density in 2 areas and was initiated in 2013. We have 1 scientific publication
(Welfelt et al. 2019) and one internal document (WDFW 2021, Estimating the
statewide black bear population in Washington: an internal cross-region approach)
that can be referenced. The estimate using that research would be about 20,000
bears statewide. We do not have confidence intervals around that number since it is
an extrapolation from multiple sites.

Welfelt, L. S., Beausoleil, R. A., & Wielgus, R. B. (2019). Factors associated with black bear
density and implications for management. The Journal of Wildlife Management, 83(7),
1527-1539.



Wildlife Program Districts and the

2019-20 Game Management Units (GMU)
in Washington State

Wa Department of Figh and Wildlife (WDFW)
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Spring Bear Special Permit
Swm of all harvest 2011-2020
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Statewide Bull Elk Harvest Trends




Blue Mountains Elk

Population Estimates

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Department of Fish and Wildlife




Figure 2. Congar research areas im Washington, where
39 density estimates were derived, 1998-2021. Areas in
red have not vet been completed. Gireen indicates couagar
habitat.




Figure 1. Black bear distribution (in gray) and 9 black

bear management units in Washington, 2022, Hashed
areas represent National Parks and Tribal land.
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