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2018 Gov Inslee Issued
SRKW Executive Order
18-02

« Outlined problem and elevated
issue

* |dentified immediate recovery
actions for state agencies

* Created the Southern Resident Killer
Whale Task Force to develop
recommendations

/ERNOR

S02-3711 = www.gOVernor wa.gov

R.O. Box 40002 = O ton S8504

EXECUTIVE ORDER 18-01

SOUTHERN RESIDENT KILLER WHALE
RECOVERY AND TASK FORCE

WHEREAS, Southemn Resident Eiller Whales (Southem Residents) are an iconic and treasured
species in Washington and throughout the Pacific Northwest;

WHEREAS, Southem Fesidents are classified as endangered in Washington and swrounding
waters, under the U_S. Endangered Species Act and in Canada under the Species at Risk Act;

WHEREAS, the population of Southemn Fesidents has declined. from a high of 98 in 1993, to
76 today, which 1s the lowest number of Southemn Residents in more than three decades. Fecent
science also indicates that many Southem Residents are in poor condition and are struggling to
raise calves;

WHEREAS, if Southem Residents were to become extinet, we would suffer an unacceptable
loss to our envirenment, economy, and way of Life. We would also lose an essential component
of our marine ecosystem and an indicator of the health of our waters;

WHEREAS, Southem Residents hold sizmficant cultural value to native tnbes and all
Washingtomians;

WHEREAS, Southemn Residents, through the whale watching industry alone, contribute as
much as $60 mullion to the local economy annually and provide hundreds of jobs to the Puget
Sound region;

WHEREAS, Southem Fesidents make their home i Washington's marine waters for a portion
of the year, but they are also highly migratory seeking prey along the west coast from Northem
California to Southeast Alaska. Therefore, Southem Residents rely on healthy ecosystems and
food sources from Washington and throughout the west coast of the United States and Canada;

WHEREAS, three primary factors threaten Southemn Resident populations: (1) prey availability,
(2) legacy and new toxic contammants, and (3) disturbance from noise and vessel traffic. The
health of Southem Pesidents and Chinook salmon are tightly linked. Fecent scientific studies
indicate that reduced Chinook salmon nms undermine the potential for the Scuthem Resident
population to successfully reproduce and recover. Both Southem Residents and Chinock salmon
populations are adversely impacted by warming oceans and ocean acidification due to climate
change. Presence of contaminants and accumulation of pollutants in Washington's waters are




Executive Order 18-02
Immediate Actions

Identify high priority prey areas to focus resources
Increase enforcement and education
Quiet ferries

Demonstrate how Chinook recovery projects benefit
SRKW

Prioritize outreach efforts to support SRKW

Amend key fishing regulations to protect key areas and
fish runs

Limit PCBs in hatchery fish food

Develop criteria for stormwater projects that benefit
SRKW
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Orca Task Force

* Multiple representatives to create
recommendations including:

* Tribes

legislators

State, local and federal & Canadian agencies

non-profits

Business

« Extensive public comments

2 reports with Final Recommendations

« 3 Working Groups: Prey, Vessels, Contaminants



Three Working Groups

Prey, Contaminants, Vessels

« Working Group members included:
 Tribes
- legislators

« State, local and federal & Canadian
agencies

non-profits
Business

University scientists
Canadian entities




249 Orca Task Force Recommendations

11.0719.pdf

MORE SALMON

ndRecommendations_

i
LESS NOISE AND
DISTURBANCE

FUND

LESS "
MONITOR. -

POLLUTION =y

ADDRESS CLIMATE

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ORCA

The Washington State Governor’s Southern Resident Killer

www.governorwa.gov/sites/default/files/OrcaTaskForce_FinalReporta




Life After the
Task Force

Task Force sunset after submitting
final report to Governor

2021 - Orca Recovery Coordinator-
Governor's Salmon Recovery
Office

State Agencies
Coordination with Tribes
Working Groups & Partners
Monitoring with PSP

SRKW Intergovernmental
Workgroup

Budgets, Policy, Activities, Actions
WWW.Orca.wa.gov



http://www.orca.wa.gov/

Progress




Budgets to Support
Orca Recovery

« 2019-21 S$700 Million
« 2021-23 S800 Million
« 2022 Supplemental  S376Million

» 2023-25 $1.2 Billion

Note: Funding does not reflect Department of Transportation culvert
injunction for fish passage or electrification of ferries




Goal 1:
INnCcreaqse
Chinook
abundance.




Prey
Progress
Highlights:

* Increased Habitat programs
and overall funding

« SRKW prey stock prioritization
« PST habitat implementation

« Salmon Strategy Update,
workplan and funding

» Focus on increased prey base,
including hatchery production




Prey Legislative Progress

« SB 5273: Least impactful shoreline armoring
 HB 1661: Kelp and Eelgrass Conservation

* HB 1382: Permit streamlining billl

- SB 5381: Fish passage project streamlining

« 2SHB 1579: Increase Chinook and other orca
prey abundance.

« HB 1700: Derelict Vessel Removal

« SB 5104: Surveying Puget Sound marine
shoreline




Goal 2;
Decrease
vessel and
NoIse

disturbances.




Vessels

Progress
Highlights:

« Quiet Sound

* Oil Response

» Distance and speed
 Be Whale Wise

« New distance rules of 1000
yards in 2025

* Implement and streamline
Commercial Whale
Watching Rules




Vessels Legislative Progress

« 2SSB 5577: Reduce vessel noise and
disturbance.

- SB 5918: Whale watching guidelines in boating
safety education program.

« ESB 5330: Commercial whale watching

« SB 5371: Protect SRKW from vessels set
distance at 1000 yards

« 5747: Statewide Oil Spill Plan
* 1691: Financial responsibility for oil spills
« ESHB 1578: Oil fransportation safety.




Goal 3:
Reduce
exposure of
orcas and thelir
prey to

contaminants.




Contaminants
Progress:

Puget Sound General Nutrient
Permit

Toxics in Fish Implementation
Strategy

Chemicals of Emerging
Concern priorities

Puget Sound Toxic Clean up
Stormwater retrofits (6PPDE)




Legislative Progress-
Contaminants:

> HB 1047: Safer Products —chemicals
INn cosmetics

> SSB 5135: Toxic pollution prevention
> HB 1085: Reduce plastic pollution
> SB 5369: Reassess standards for PCBs

> SSB 5433: Removal of derelict
aqguatic structures




Goal 4 : Funding
and Accountabllity

* Track implementation of
Task Force
recommendations

« Share information with
public

« Support the use of the
PSP’s science framework
for the SRKW vital sign




« Continue to support funding for
monitoring in Puget Sound so
we can understand the
impacts of climate change
and ocean acidification.

. Sulppor’r climate resilient
solutions to benefit SRKW,
salmon, and overburdened
communities

« Policies, incentives and
regulations result in net
ecological gain




Legislative Progress-
Climate & Growth

>HB 1138, 1170, 1181: Climate
change response

> SB 5126: Climate Commitment Act
> HB 1091: Clean fuels standard
> HB 1117: Salmon and GMA




Looking Forward

Confinue work with legislature,
agencies, fribes, and partners to:

e Support habitat work and increase
of prey

e Decrease vessel disturbance

e Continue contaminant clean up
and prevention

P o TRl

e Monitor Progress and Accountability §






WDFW Highlights for Vessels

Regulate commercial whale
watching

Adaptive management reports
New distance law

Education and Outreach - Be
Whale Wise

Increased enforcement




ADOPTED in ESSB 5371

Signed 5/15/2023

Vessels Implementation:

* Promote early adoption of 1000 yard setback (-2025)

+ Update and Promo’re Be Whole W|se campaign and messaging

and expand outreach %)OI’ urnd/ Orca Regulohon
Communications Adwsory roup (ORCA Group)

« Coordinate with NOAA and Canada on evolving regulations
aimed at protecting SRKW from vessel impacts.




WDFW Highlights for Contaminants

« Track Chemicals of Emerging
Concern in the food web

» |dentify location and source

* Monitoring polychlorinated
biphenyls (PCB) with Department
of Ecology

« Qil Spill prevention and response




WDFW Highlights for Prey
* Prey Prioritization for SRKW

Fisheries management

Habitat projects, including fish passage

« Regulation
Strengthen HPA

e Enforcement and education —
vessels and harvest

« Habitat restoration and acquisition
* Predation

Warm water fish

Pinnipeds
 Hatchery Recommendation




Orca task force related
budget: Prey and hatchery

- 2019-21 $700 Million
« 57% to Prey ($400 m)
« <5% Hatcheries: $32.7 million
« 2021-23 $800 Million

« 60% to Prey ($460 m)
« 7% Hatcheries: $57.3 million

¢ 2022 Supplemental  $S376Million
« 33% to Prey ($125 m)

« <3% Hatcheries: $10.5 million

« 2023-25 $1.2 Billion
* 43% to Prey ($521 m)
« <1% Hatcheries $3.5 million Note: Funding does noft reflect Department of Transportation culvern

injunction for fish passage or electrification of ferries



Orca Task Force Recommendation #6

Hatcheries: Provide additional Chinook through increased hatchery production

 Significantly increase hatchery production and programs to
benefit Southern Resident orcas consistent with sustainable
fisheries and stock management, available habitat,
recovery plans and the Endangered Species Act.

 Haichery increases need to be done in concert with
significantly increased habitat protection and restoration
measures.




Hatchery Recommendation
Implementation Details from Report

« Align with Co-Managers & ESA and
Recovery Requirements

 Manage increases consistent with available
habitat & improved habitat to enable
survival of hatchery and wild fish stocks

« Conduct ongoing adaptive management &
5-yr comprehensive reviews

 Invest in science and hatchery pilot
programs to increase size and survival,
adjust run timing to benefit orca, and
reduce competition with wild fish.
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