
Summary Sheet 
  Meeting dates: 
 

October 27-28 

Agenda item: 
 

North of Falcon Policy C-3608 – Briefing and Public Comment 

Presenter(s): 
 

Kyle Adicks, Intergovernmental Salmon Manager 

Background summary: 
The Commission’s North of Falcon Policy provides direction and guidance to the Department 
as it conducts the annual process for planning and managing salmon fishing seasons in marine 
and freshwater areas throughout the state. 
 
Department staff will brief the Commission in October on the current North of Falcon Policy (C-
3608), which will expire at the end of 2023.  Staff will seek guidance from the Commission on 
potential modifications to the policy prior to an additional Commission review in December and 
potential adoption of a new policy in January. 
 
Staff recommendation: 
Eliminate bullet instructing Department to seek non-treaty fishing access to unutilized portions 
of treaty harvest allocations.  Make other minor housekeeping changes. 
 
Policy issue(s) and expected outcome: 
Seeking policy guidance to the Department for planning annual non-treaty recreational and 
commercial salmon fishing seasons in Washington State that meet conservation and fishery 
management objectives and legal obligations. 
 
Fiscal impacts of agency implementation: 
N/A 
 
Public involvement process used and what you learned: 
Public comment will be received at the October and December Commission meetings.  
Comment will also be accepted online, and information on the policy adoption process will be 
shared during with applicable advisors. 
 
Action requested and/or proposed next steps:  
Guidance for updated North of Falcon Policy to be reviewed at December meeting. 
 
Draft motion language: 
N/A 
 
Post decision communications plan: 
Once a revised policy is adopted, it will be posted online and shared with applicable advisors. 
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FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION 

POLICY DECISION 

POLICY TITLE: 2019-2023 North of Falcon 

Supersedes: C-3608, 2017-2018 

POLICY NUMBER: C-3608 

See Also: 
C-3001 C-3622 
C-3620 

C-3621

North of Falcon Policy 

Effective Date: 
Termination Date: 

January 11, 2019 
December 31, 2023 

This Policy will guide Department staff in considering conservation, allocation, in-season management, 
and monitoring issues associated with the annual salmon fishery planning process known as "North of 
Falcon." When considering management issues, Department staff will ensure that decisions are made 
consistent with: the Department's statutory authority; U.S. v. Washington; U.S. v. Oregon; the 
Endangered Species Act; the Puget Sound Chinook Harvest Management Plan; the Pacific Salmon 
Treaty; the Pacific Fishery Management Council's Framework Salmon Management Plan; pertinent 
state/tribal agreements; and the applicable Fish and Wildlife Commission policies. 

The Department will implement this Policy consistent with the purposes and intended outcomes 
described in the 21st Century Salmon and Steelhead Planning Project including: 

• Salmon and steelhead will be managed to recovery and to assure sustainability in a way that
is science-based, well-documented, transparent, well-communicated, and accountable.

• Fisheries will be managed to meet or exceed ESA, recovery, and conservation goals; and
harvest management measures will protect and promote the long-term well-being of the
commercial and recreational fisheries.

Fishery Management 

General 

• On a statewide basis, fishing opportunities will be provided when they can be directed at healthy

wild and hatchery stocks.
• Selective fishing methods and gears that maximize fishing opportunity and minimize impacts on

depressed stocks will be utilized to the fullest extent possible taking into consideration legal
constraints on implementation and budgetary limits associated with required sampling,

monitoring and enforcement programs.
• When assessed from a statewide perspective, fishing directed at chinook, coho, pink, sockeye,

or chum salmon will not be exclusively reserved for either sport or commercial users.
• When managing sport fisheries, meaningful recreational fishing opportunities will be distributed

equitably across fishing areas and reflect the diverse interests of fishers, including retention and

catch and release fisheries.
• The Department will seek non-treaty fishing access to unutilized portions of treaty harvest

allocations through the implementation of pre-season agreements, taking into consideration
changes in abundance, fishery conflicts, and factors that may influence attainment of spawning
escapement objectives.
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