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Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) unit

Core functions

• Prevention 

• Early detection

• Rapid response

• Infested site 

management

• Local and regional 

coordination

• Education and outreach

• Enforcement
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Fish Program – AIS Structure
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Ballast Water and Biofouling Section

Implement Revised Code of 

Washington (RCW) 77.120 –

Ballast Water [and Biofouling] 

Management

See Oct. 17 WDFW blog post

📸: W. Carter / Public Domain

https://wdfw.medium.com/ballast-water-management-protects-washington-from-aquatic-invasive-species-4b4131297030
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Prevention and Management Section

Implement Revised Code of 

Washington (RCW) 77.135 

– Invasive Species

• Species Classification

• Decontamination 

• Containment

• Permitting and Regulation

• Early Detection Monitoring

• Management Actions

• Education and Outreach 
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Enforcement Program Collaboration

Implement Revised Code of 

Washington (RCW) 77.135 

– Invasive Species

• Mandatory Watercraft 

Inspection

• Decontamination Orders

• Possession, Release, 

Trafficking

• Education and Outreach
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Enforcement Program - AIS Structure

Up to 4 additional Temp FTE's

Season & Funding Dependant

Derek Dehass NRT 3

Zachary Agman NRT 3

Mykalah Geer NRT 2

Violet Sturgeon NRT 2

Spokane - Perm Station
Jessica Gillespie

Natural Resource Specialist 1 - Perm

Station Supervisor

Pasco  - Perm Station
Adrian Gomez NRT 3

Julia Schafer NRT 2

Up to 4 additional Temp FTE's

Season & Funding Dependant

Clarkston - Project/Perm Station
Currently No NRT 2 or 3

Danny Eden NRW 2 - Project

Connie Mann NRW 2 -Project

Pasco -Perm & Clarkston - Project

Kraig Carter
Natural Resource Specialist 1

Station(s) Supervisor

SW WA - Project Station
Erika Aronson NRW 2 - Project

Emilee Reader NRW2 - Project

Shannon McAfferty NRW 2 - Project

Up to 5 additional Temp FTE's

Season & Funding Dependant

Cle Elum - Project/Perm
Ashley Orr NRT 2

Pamela Rockey NWRS 2 -Project

SW WA - Project & Cle Elum Project/Perm

Cory Geisler
Natural Resource Specialist 1

Station(s) Supervisor

Nick Knauss

AIS K-9 Handler
Perm NRS 1

Statewide

Place Holder Positions
Up to 9 additional Temp FTE's

NRW 1 & 2's

Season & Funding Dependant

Nick Ramsay

AIS WID Field Coordinator
 Perm. NRS 2

Statewide

Captain

Aquatic Invasive Species
Watercraft Inspection & Decontamination

(WID)
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Cross Program

Collaboration
Cross Cutting Issue
– Legislative Affairs
• State

• Federal

– Tribal Affairs

– Communications and Public 
Engagement (CAPE)
• Media and external relations

• Outreach and education

– Capital Asset Management 
Program (CAMP)

– Habitat

– Wildlife

– Information Technology

– Budget and Human Resources
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Impacts

📸: U.S. National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries, Spokane Tribe of Indians, Idaho State Department of Agriculture
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Full page image
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Washington Invasive Species Council. (2020). Early Detection and Rapid Response Best Practices. 
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Early-Detection-and-Rapid-Response-Best-Practices-
Report.pdf
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European Green Crab (Carcinus maenas)

Prohibited Level 1 

Invasive Species

WAC 220.640.030

(1)(a) Species classified as 

prohibited level 1 pose the 

highest invasive risk and are 

a priority for prevention and 

expedited rapid response 

management actions.
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European

Green Crab

Emergency

Measures

Year Total

1998 364

1999 507

2000 235

2001 142

2002 167

2003 24

2004 4

2005 115

2006-14 68

2015 8

2016 24

2017 165

2018 1,192

2019 1,943

2020 6,829

2021 103,165

2022 285,280

2023* 286,368

“I…do hereby order the 

Department of Fish and 

Wildlife to begin 

implementation of emergency 

measures as necessary to 

effect the eradication of or to 

prevent the permanent 

establishment and expansion 

of European green crab.”
- Governor Jay Inslee

2012
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Incident Command System (ICS) 

Structure
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European Green Crab 

Emergency Measures

Branch 2021 2022 2023 *

Salish Sea Branch 86,310 80,902 6,112

Coastal Branch 16,855 205,319 280,256

Total 103,165 286,221 286,368

*Data through October 29, 2023
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FY 2023-2025

European Green Crab (EGC)

Emergency Measures Budget
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2023 

Hotspots

Branch 2023 *

Salish Sea Branch 6,112

Coastal Branch 280,256

Total 286,368

Management Area 2023*

North Puget Sound 5,729

North Coast 9,242

Grays Harbor 71,788

Willapa Bay 199,220

*Data through October 29, 2023
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EGC Forecast

and Future

5-Year Management Plan

• Started with September 2023

tribal engagement meeting.

• Progressed with initial one-on-

one interviews with all fishery 

co-managers, tribes and 

partners (ongoing).

• Developing initial draft for 

December 2023 first review. 

Followed by a tribal 

engagement meeting. 

• Further one-on-one and 

Management Area discussions.
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Full page image
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Quagga Mussel (Dreissena bugensis)
Prohibited Level 1 Invasive Species

🗺️: U.S. Geological Survey
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📸: Kansas Department of Parks and Wildlife, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
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Prevention
2020 2021 2022

Operational Days 532 940 1,412

Watercraft Inspected 31,651 55,812 51,942

Mussel Fouled Watercraft 23 39 25

Ridgefield

Cle Elum

Spokane

Clarkston
Kennewick
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Decontamination
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Early Detection



Department of Fish and Wildlife XX

Rapid Response
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Rapid Response
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Key Take-Aways
• Sept. 18, 2023, First 

Detection in 
Columbia River Basin

• 375 miles from 
Washington’s waters

• > $100 million economic 
risk, uncalculated 
environmental risk

• Seeking federal financial 
assistance

• Considering additional 
needs and actions
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Questions?

Justin Bush
Aquatic Invasive Species Policy Coordinator

Justin.Bush@dfw.wa.gov

564-669-9486

https://wdfw.wa.gov/ais
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