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In accordance with RCW 34.05.330, the Office of Financial Management (OFM) created this form for individuals or groups 
who wish to petition a state agency or institution of higher education to adopt, amend, or repeal an administrative rule. You 
may use this form to submit your request. You also may contact agencies using other formats, such as a letter or email. 

The agency or institution will give full consideration to your petition and will respond to you within 60 days of receiving your 
petition. For more information on the rule petition process, see Chapter 82-05 of the Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 
at http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=82-05. 

CONTACT INFORMATION (please type or print) 

Petitioner's Name \S('lld_ �V\..b,'V\. Se.,)/\

Name of Organization 
------------------------------

Mai Ii n g Address P. 0 • \?:,a�

City �MoY\.G\S State ¼J-A Zip Code 9�2-0 

Telephone  Email 

COMPLETING AND SENDING PETITION FORM 

• Check all of the boxes that apply.

• Provide relevant examples.

• Include suggested language for a rule, if possible.

• Attach additional pages, if needed.

• Send your petition to the agency with authority to adopt or administer the rule. Here is a list of agencies and
their rules coordinators: http://www.leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/Documents/RClist. htm.

INFORMATION ON RULE PETITION 

Agency responsible for adopting or administering the rule: 

D 1. NEW RULE - I am requesting the agency to adopt a new rule. 

�e subject (or purpose) of this rule is: ___ P_�---�_l __ _,,_5_e,_e_----'-�---'-�---___._ ___ _ 

�e rule is needed because: PleA-\e 5ee � 

re new rule would affect the following people or groups: 
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List rule number (WAC), if known:

I   I am requesting the following change:

I   This change is needed because:

I   The effect of this rule change will be:

I   The rule is not clearly or simply stated:

List rule number (WAC), if known:

(Check one or more boxes)

I  lt does not do what it was intended to do.

I   lt is no longer needed because:

I   lt imposes unreasonable costs:

I  The agency has no authority to make this rule:

I   lt is applied differently to public and private parties:

I   lt conflicts with another federal, state, or local law or
rule.   List conflicting law or rule, if known:

Eitigtudp|'pe£:ea.:°jhoerrrfu::::fa|nsot:t::Orlocallaworrule.

I   Other (please explain):
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To Whom It May Concern:

Please find attached my "Petition For Adoption, Amendment, Or Repeal Of A State
Administrative Rule"

I have checked the box, "1. New Rule -I am requesting the agency adopt a new rule."

As per the questions associated with the form:

The subject (of purpose) of this rule is:

immediately begin Rule Making for the "Return-of-the-Recreational-Spring-Bear-Hunting-
Season(s) based on RCW 77.04.012, based on, the WDFW Commission knew, was told, that
they had enough bears to have a bear hunt in the spring"

Commission Chair Barbara Bakers quote from the October 28 2023 Commission Meeting stated
on the record,

``To bring it home to the Orange Hats in the audience, urn, we knew, we were told, that we had

enough bears to have a bear hunt in the spring"...

Commission Chair Barbara Bakers quote from October 28th, on the record, appears to contradict
Row 77.04.012

From the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife Game Management Plan,  Executive
Summary,  Paragraph 2;

(grammar and punctuation transcribed as per written from the Game Management Plan document)

As Mandated by the Washington State Legislature (RCW 77.04.012), ``... the DeDartment shall
preserve, Drotect, Derr)etuate, and manage the wildlife...", ``the Der]artment shall conserve the
wildlife...In a manner that does not imF)air the resource...:", and ``The commission shall attemr]t to
maximize the public recreational... hunting opportunities of all citizens, including juvenile,
disabled, and senior citizens." It is this mandate that sets the overall policy and direction for
managing hunted wildlife. Hunters and hunting will continue to I)lay a significant role in the
conservation and manaaement of Washinaton's wildlife.

Thank-you



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This  Game  Management  Plan  (GMP)  will  guide  the  Washington  Department  of Fish  and
Wildlife's management of hunted wildlife for the next six years.   The focus is on the scientific
management of game populations,  harvest management,  and other significant factors  affecting
game populations.

As mandated by the Washington State  Legislature (RCW 77.04.012),  "...  the Department shall
preserve,  protect, perpetuate,  and  manage  the  wildlife...";  "the  Department  shall  conserve  the
wildlife. . . in a manner that does not impair the resource. . ."; and "The commission shall attempt
to  maximize the  public  recreational.. .  hunting opportunities  of all  citizens,  including juvenile,
disabled,  and senior citizens."   It is  this mandate that sets  the  overall policy and direction  for
managing hunted wildlife.   Hunters  and  hunting will continue to play a significant role  in the
conservation and management of Washington's wildlife.

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was completed on November 27,  2002,  after public
review   of.  draft   and   supplemental   EIS   documents.      The   Washington   Fish   and   Wi]d]ife
Commission  formally  adopted  the  Game  Management  Plan  on  December  7,  2002.     This
comprehensive  process  facilitated  public  discussion  and  understanding,  while  cooperatively
developing the priority strategies.

The purpose  of this  Supplemental EIS  is  to  update the plan  for 2015-21.   The  Environmental
Impacts  Chapter  (Chapter  2)  from  the  orialnal  EIS  is  not  included  in  this  document,  as  no
changes were made to that section.   Several of the original strategies and objectives have been
accomplished,  additional  studies  and  research  have  been  conducted,  and  some  priorities  have
changed.   Those are the changes that have been addressed in this SEIS.   Public outreach earlier
this year helped shape the priority issues, objectives, and strategies identified in the SETS.

The overall  goals are to protect,  sustain,  and manage hunted wildlife, provide stable, regulated
recreational   hunting  opportunity  to   all  citizens,  protect  and  enhance  wildlife  habitat,   and
minimize adverse impacts to residents, other wildlife, and the environment.

With  all  of these issues,  it is  undel.stood that the  implementation of strategies  are  conditioned
first  on  meeting  game  population  objectives.     Science  is  the  core  of wildlife  management,
supporting WDFW's legislative mandate to preserve, protect, and perpetuate wildlife populations
while maximizing recreation.

Science  and  the  professional judgment  of biologists  is  the  foundation  for  all  objectives  and
strategiesridentified in this plan.   At times, the science may not be as strong as managers would
like.  In those instances, management actions will be more conservative to minimize the potential
for significant negative impacts to hunted wildlife species.   Chapter 2 focuses on the science and
management of hunted species and lays out how those populations will be monitored to ensure
perpetuation of these species over the long term.
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10/31/23,  4:43 AM

RCW 77.04.012 4f
RCW 77.04.012: Mandate of department and commission.

Mandate of department and commission.

Wildlife, fish,  and shellfish are the property of the state. The commission, director, and the department shall preserve, protect,

perpetuate, and manage the wildlife and food fish, game fish, and shellfish in state waters and offshore waters.
The department shall conserve the wildlife and food fish, game fish, and shellfish resources in a manner that does not impair the

resource.  In a manner consistent with this goal, the department shall seek to maintain the economic well-being and stability of the fishing
industry in the state. The department shall promote orderly fisheries and shall enhance and improve recreational and commercial fishing in this
state.

The commission may authorize the taking Of wildlife, food fish, game fish,  and shellfish cmly at times or places, or in manners or

quantities, as in the judgment of the commission does not impair the supply of these resources.
The commission shall attempt to maximize the public recreational game fishing and hunting opportunities of all citizens,  including

juvenile, disabled,  and senior citizens.
Recognizing that the management of our state wildlife, food fish, game fish, and shellfish resources depends heavily on the assistance

of volunteers, the department shall work cooperatively with volunteer groups and individuals to achieve the goals of this title to the greatest
extent possible.

Nothing in this title shall be construed to infringe on the right of a private property owner to control the owner's private property.

[ 2000 c 107 § 2;  19831st ex.s. c 46 § 5;  19751st ex.s. c  183 § 1 ;  1949 c  112 § 3, part;  Rein. Supp.1949 § 5780-201,  part.  Formerly RCW
75,08.012, 43.25.020.I

NOTES:

State policy regarding,` improvement of recreational salmon fishing: See note following RCW 77.65.150.
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