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From Last Time:
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Proviso for Coastal Steelhead 
Management Plan 

“…development of steelhead plans for Grays Harbor, 
Willapa Bay, and coastal Olympic Peninsula. The plans must 
protect fisheries, provide fishing opportunities, and include 
stakeholder input and outreach. The Department must 
submit the final plans to the Legislature by Dec. 1, 2022.”  



Communications
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Communications tactics 
• Media engagement
• Online resources
• Public and targeted stakeholder meetings
• Ad-Hoc Coastal Steelhead Advisory Group, long-term 

management plan 
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Media engagement 

Department of Fish and Wildlife
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Online resources 
Coastal Steelhead 
Management web page
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Online resources: Blog 
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Online resources: Social 
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Online resources: Events 
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Online resources: YouTube 
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Public meetings
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Ad-Hoc Coastal Steelhead Advisory 
Group
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Questions?



Introduction to the 
Status Classification Approach
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5 Interconnected Subject Areas

• Monitoring & 
Evaluation

• Fisheries Regulations
• Hatchery Operations
• Habitat
• Socioeconomics
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Status 
Classification 
Approach

• An adaptive management plan that connects 
the 5 subject areas

• Fisheries managers switch between three 
management regimes:

1. Maintenance
2. Transitional
3. Conservation Focus
• Based on available tools and wild steelhead 

population status
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Status Classification Approach
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Status Classification Approach

Conservation 
Focus

Transitional Maintenance

Monitoring 
& 

Evaluation

Wild Steelhead 
Abundance*

Unable to design a 
fishery that will 
meet management 
objectives with >90% 
certainty

Below 
escapement but 
fisheries still 
possible within 
management 
objectives

At or above 
escapement

M & E Priority 
Level

High priority Moderate 
priority

Low priority

Department of Fish and Wildlife



Department of Fish and Wildlife

Status Classification Approach
Conservation 
Focus

Transitional Maintenance

Fishery 
Regulations

Follow the 3-Step Regulation Process
Fisheries closed Targeted at 

hatchery returns
Diverse fisheries 
open
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Status Classification Approach
Conservation Focus Transitional Maintenance

Hatchery 
Operations

Hatchery Equilibrium 
Protocol (maximize 
facility attraction, 
surplus planting)

Scale hatchery 
returns to remain 
within genetic 
thresholds

Potential for 
increased releases if 
recommendations ar
e met
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Status Classification Approach
Conservation Focus Transitional Maintenance

Habitat Prioritize collaborative 
habitat restoration 
and maintenance

Pursue collaborative 
habitat restoration 
and maintenance

Support collaborative 
habitat restoration 
and maintenance

Socioeconomics Prioritize conservation 
over fishery 
opportunities

Balance fishery 
opportunities with 
conservation 
concerns

Prioritize angling 
opportunity while 
meeting 
management 
objectives
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Questions?
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Tasks for the Next Meeting

Please read and provide comments on 
the introductory sections of the Coastal 
Steelhead Management Plan, including:
- Background
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