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Managing Damage to Small'Industrial
Forest Lands

Master hunters have the skills to assist WDFW wit
requests from landowners under a depredation permit
Issued by the department to hunt black bear causmg
damage to tlmber

L)

The nature of this program and authorization from the director makes
this a high profile topic and often results in public disclosure requests.
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Bear Timber Damage season is from mid April to end of June

Black Bear

2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010

Permits for Master Hunters-are valid for 30 days.
Most of the harvest occurs during the first 15 days

Total Permits Issued

100
107
144
123
168
152

Total Bear Harvest

92

95

Region 4

Permits Harvest

8 4
8 15
11 9
6 9

25 27

29 34

Permits

30
39
87
73
74
43

Harvest 2015

18 Permits

28 permits

5 Permits

15 Permits

3 Permits

68 Total Permits

2 Bears in first 15 days
1 Bear in first 15 days
2 Bears in first 30 days

1 Bear in first 30 days

1 Bear in 45+ days

Harvest

34
27
62
70
83
84

Permits

62
60
46
44
69
60

Harvest

54
53
46
55
73
58
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Reqguesting a Permit
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Applications Permits
Submitted to emailed/ mailed

WDEW. ' to landowner
» GPS coordinates pa— Tags/Envelopes

PP 3 ertitficatic mailed out
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Cooperative Goals

-

Verifying damag.]en

All participants must work to:
« Ensure hunters purchase necessary tags/licenses
« Coordinate to obtain reports of bears taken

« Ensure hunters turn in all unused tags and
envelopes.



Ptoposal te ise Vs g{-ﬁ : hmt@

WDFW values Master Hunters as a viable and quallty optlon {o]§
small timber producers based onitheirability to provide ‘
accuracy in removing spegcific offendlng bears
(Scalpel vs. Sword) I

* Provide the opportunity for IMlaster Hunters 1{0) partncnpate

* Have the support of the Small Forest Land Owners

Need to define: <

1. Who coordinates selection of MH’s within’ reglons7 ‘

2. Are there lists of qualified and reliable MH’s for timber
owners to select from? , YA o

3. Not Agents of the State, just very qualified hunters ’

4. MH’s must be from correspondlng damage reglon/GIVIU

B
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