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Game Management Plan 
Objective 58 

 Provide recreational hunting opportunities to annually 
harvest at least 800-1,200 bears statewide, while at 
the same time maintaining a sustainable bear 
population in each BBMU 
 

Parameter 
Harvest 

Liberalize Acceptable Restrict 
% Females in 
harvest 

< 35% 35-39% > 39% 

Median age of 
harvested females 

> 6 years 5-6 years < 5 years 

Median age of 
harvested males 

> 4 years 2-4 years < 2 years 
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Statewide Fall Bear Harvest 
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Year Male Female 
Total 

Harvest 
# of  

Hunters 
%  

Success 
# Hunter 

 Days 
# Days  
per kill 

1996 951 359 1,310 12,868 10% 104,431 80 
1997 546 298 844 11,060 8% 97,426 115 
1998 1,157 645 1,802 20,891 9% 216,456 120 
1999 757 349 1,106 37,033 3% 481,319 435 
2000 777 371 1,148 37,401 3% 296,849 259 
2001 919 512 1,431 25,141 6% 230,431 161 
2002 800 427 1,227 24,844 7% 219,428 127 
2003 989 583 1,556 22,510 7% 192,544 123 
2004 1,093 561 1,654 21,573 8% 186,626 113 
2005 940 333 1,333 20,724 6% 172,527 129 
2006 1,061 581 1,642 21,801 8% 168,237 103 
2007 1,096 489 1,585 23,667 7% 168,237 106 
2008 1,450 758 2,208 26,347 8% 215,032 102 
2009 931 465 1,396 23,767 6% 192,347 147 
2010 1,254 718 1,972 24,118 8% 185,389 98 

5-year Ave 1,158 602 1,761 23,940 7% 185,848 111 

Statewide Bear Hunting Stats 
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Black bear Management Units 
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Percent Female in Harvest 

  % Female in total fall harvest 
BBMU 2005-2007 Ave 2008-2010 Ave 
Coastal 30.3 32.7 
Puget Sound -- -- 
North Cascades 28.9 33.2 
South Cascades 31.3 35.2 
Okanogan 30.1 30.1 
East Cascades 33.3 35.7 
Northeastern 34.3 33.4 
Blue Mtns 28.5 36.0 
Columbia Basin  -- -- 
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Confirmed Bear Complaints 
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Recommendation 
Status quo 
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Spring Bear 
Seasons 
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Statewide Spring Bear Harvest 
Spring Seasons and Tree Depredation Kills 
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Reduce female bear 
harvest and better 
distribute harvest 
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Reduce bear damage 
to industrial timber 
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Reduce bear nuisance 
and damage activity 
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2007: 70 permits  13 harvested 

2010: 90 permits  18 harvested 

2011: 145 permits  18 harvested DRAFT 
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Recommendation 

Status quo, except remove 
the Lincoln hunt area.  The 
participating landowner has 
opted out of the bear 
damage hunt. 
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Questions 
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