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RFEG History: 75
<L \T

* R.C.W. 77.95.060

1990 legislation enabling the establishment of community based non—profit
organizations (RFEGs) to produce salmon and restore habitat involve local

communities, citizen volunteers, and landowners in the states salmon recovery

efforts.

WDFW Commission - role is to establish policy and direction for fish and Wildly% species and
their habitats in Washington and to monitor the Department's implementation of the goals,

policies and objectives established by the Commission. (such as - 21** Century Salmon and

Steelhead Initiative — next slide).




Dramatic declines in wild salmon and the
habitat necessary to support them call for a

bold response

Ower the fast decate, the Washington Degariment of Flsh and Widife (WDFW)
Fas workad Intenshely with iibal govemmenis and our S3EMon FEcOvVeEry parmes
o restore saimon and steehead, provise recreational opporuniies, and support
economicaily viabie and suEtinabie fishenas.

PACIFIC SAL 0N TREATY
REDUCES CANADLAN CATOH

WWe played 3 key rolie In negosatng
a reduction In Canadian and Alzekan
Chinook catch by nearty 3 milkon
fish over tha next 10 years, retuming
Ywashingion saimon to Washingion
AvErs.

HATCHERY REFORM

We congucted with Tie Habchery
Solentfic Review Group an evaluaton
of 167 hatchery programs and Inftiated
program changes and milllons of dollars
of facilty Improvements.

HABITAT RESTORMATION

¥We helped e Stale's Lead Entity
program and Regional Fshesies
Enfancement Groups Imglament ouer
3,000 projects bo protect and resione
salmon habitat,

RECCHERY PLANS

W worked with Regional Sakmon
Recovery Boarnts to create six saman
recovEry plans mandated by he federal
Endangened Spacies Act

FEDERAL DESASTER RELIEF FOR
COASTAL FISHERIES

e worked 'with e Governor's Cifice (o
secime fiogeral disasier reflef in 2008 Sor

unprecedemed fisheries reszicions oif
he wes Coast of he United Siakes.

SR RCTIVE FRSHERIES

¥ve made haichery fish e backhone
of slale feheries, marking Tem o
cistinguish Sem from wilkd fish and o
provide fishing opporiuniies.

S STEEL HEAD MARNSEEMENT FLAN

We mdefined sieelhead consenation
polcies siatewide Dasad on new
Infemation Sbout e beology and Iife
history of Washington's Stae Fish

But we need to do more— and More strategically

CE—
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RFEG Funding: -

* Funding Mechanism
Federal: $90k per RFEG via USFWS pass through
State: $40k per RFEG via WDFW (Non General Fund)
The Rest $: Competitive Grants, In-kind, Creativity, and Leveraging

e RFEG “Base” funds are leveraged ~15:1 to accomplish a tremendous amount of

salmon restoration efforts and education across the state

20+ years of momentum
Economic engine

Unique regional organizational structures with local niches

® Federal funds ARE NOT secured beyond 2013
e RFEG’s are Currently working on a sustainable funding plan to possibly fill the gap

e Without our federal funds RFEG capacity is greatly reduced

e State funds reliant on excess hatchery fish and licenses

RFEGs work cooperativelv with WDFW to manage funds, report on accomplishements, and

Complete projects that are in line with the WDFW’s goals.
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RFEG Administration:

8%

O Adminstration

B Leveraged funding




RFEG Economic Engine:

e 60+ RFEG FTE’s and 50+ Intern FTE’s

Professional, efficient, and effective

e Hundreds of volunteers equal thousands of donated

hours per year

Over 1.1 million volunteer hours since 1995

® (Construction Services on Average:

$6 million per year (on-the-ground dollars)
Over 100,000 hours of construction activities
Additional 50+ FTE’s for construction

~800,000 hours of Professional Services

1.e. Engineers, Surveyors, Accountants, Scientists, etc.




RFEG Projects since 1995:

. 35 Fish Passage Projects Completed

846 Stream Miles Re-opened

524 Miles of Habitat Restored

962,893 Carcasses distributed (nutrient enhancement)

3,190 Salmon “Projects”

Over 69,000,000 Fish Released

1.15 million Hours Volunteered

$22 million State and Federal Funding

$144 million Additional Funding Leveraged




In stream

Trap Creek — Pacitic County

(Willapa RFEG)

-




In stream

Middle Fork Nooksack - Whatcom
County — Nooksack RFEG
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NF Nooksack — Whatcom County —
Nooksack RFEG
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Riparian
Restoration
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- Protected Property Property Boundary

Napeequa River — Chelan
County (Cascade Columbia
RFEG)




Nutrient Enhancement

962,893 Carcasses distributed (nutrient

enhancement)
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69,000,000 Fish Released




Assessments & Monitoring
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Wenatchee Curling
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event Sunday at Town Toy-

per person
 the session runs from 5
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Prep soccer
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Thank you!
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Steelhead fishing good m‘NcﬁW

Fish still biting, especially when temperatures aren't freezing
BY BRENT STECKER and railing fish® he said. “Late last week was
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