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What is Dangerous Wildlife ? 
Policy 5401 
 
Dangerous Wildlife:  Black bear, grizzly 
bear, gray wolf, cougar, coyote, deer, elk, 
and moose, that attack humans; pose 
concerns for human safety, pets, or livestock 
depredations; or that involve sightings of 
these species where there is potential for a 
wildlife-human conflict.   

          

  

Effective Date: 7/20/07   

PROCEDURE 5401 

See Also: POL-5401 
 Approved by: /s/ Jeff Koenings 
 
PRO-5401 PREPARING FOR AND RESPONDING TO DANGEROUS WILDLIFE 

COMPLAINTS 
 

This procedure applies to all WDFW employees and volunteers.  However, if 
policies or procedures are in conflict with or are modified by a bargaining unit 
agreement, the agreement language shall prevail. 

 
Definitions:  
 

Dangerous Wildlife: Black bear, grizzly bear, gray wolf, cougar, coyote, deer, 
elk, and moose, that attack humans; pose concerns for human safety, pets, or 
livestock depredations; or that involve sightings of these species where there is 
potential for a wildlife-human conflict.  Deer and elk may be considered 
dangerous wildlife. 

 
Immediate threat: A likelihood of human injury or pet/livestock depredation 
based on the totality of the circumstances, such as close proximity to people or 
pets/livestock or abnormal behaviors.  
  
Sighting:  A direct observation of dangerous wildlife in urban or rural settings 
near individuals or residences. 

 
Low Risk:  No immediate threat to human safety or pets/livestock. 
 
Medium Risk: No immediate threat to human safety or pets/livestock, but conflict 
is expected to continue and may escalate to threaten human safety or 
pet/livestock if no action is taken. 
 
High Risk: Immediate threat to human safety or pets/livestock. 
 

 
 
 
 

WDFW will respond to all reported 
dangerous wildlife conflicts. The 
Enforcement Officer or employee in charge 
of the incident response has the authority to 
invoke the appropriate action, based on his 
or her best judgment, given the level of risk 
to human safety or pets/livestock. 



Statewide Dangerous Wildlife 
Complaints 2010-2011 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Statewide complaint analysis and graph showing historical levels (last 2 years)



Region 1 - 
Eastside 

Perspective 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Black bear, cougar, moose, and wolf pictures or subheading on map



Region 1 Dangerous Wildlife Issues 

Human health & 
safety - real & 

perceived 

Property loss 
(livestock & property 

damage) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photos of bear damage to house; moose through windshield on pick-up.



Region 1 Dangerous Wildlife 
Complaints 2010-2011 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Region 1 confirmed moose, black bear, wolf, and cougar complaints graph for 2 years



Region 1 Overview 

 Human safety – real & 
perceived 

 Animal stranded 
 Nuisance 
  2011  - 157 complaints 
 400 + officer hours 
 Types of responses 
 Permits 
 Immobilization 
 Lethal removal 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Types of officer responses for dangerous wildlife; capture eastside hours for PROBWLD, Region 1 broken down for complaints



Region 4 / 
Westside 

perspective 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Black bear and cougar pictures or subheading on map




Region 4 Dangerous Wildlife Issues 

Cougar complaints Bear complaints – 
human health/safety & 

property damage 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photos of bear damage to house; moose through windshield on pick-up.



Region 4 Dangerous Wildlife 
Complaints 2010-2011 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Region 4 confirmed black bear and cougar complaints graph for 2 years



 Human safety – real 
& perceived 

 Animal stranded 
 Nuisance 
 2011 – 251 

complaints 
 600 + officer hours 
 Types of responses 
 Immobilization 
 KBD 

Region 4 Overview 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Types of officer responses for dangerous wildlife



Population Response   

General season structure 

Depredation/kill permits 

Cougar Management removals 
(formerly public safety cougar 
removals) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
i-655 language giving WDFW the authority to continue using hound hunting to address specific complaints



Individual Conflict Response 
(Officer response to animals) 

Herding/hazing by officer 

Issuance of control permits 

Immobilization and relocation 

Culvert trapping and relocation 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Insert pictures of culvert traps, immobilization photos, screen shot of permit



Dangerous Wildlife Conflicts: 
New Emerging Issues 
Wolves on landscape 

Fladry installation Livestock depredations 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Insert wolf approaching fladry & livestock depredation kill picture 



Challenges Facing WDFW 
Increasing human population = increased 
human vs. dangerous wildlife conflicts 

Changing social values 

Conflicting or unrealistic public demands 

Reduced officer staffing  

Real vs. perceived threats for public safety 













Socialization from Birth 
A KBD is NOT a hound…..and NOT a police dog 





Karelian Bear Dog Work in WA 
 

 
 

 Resolution of human-wildlife conflicts (verification,                                                       
improved public education, response, and service) 
 
 Shepherding, hazing, and aversive conditioning 

 
 Enforcement investigations, e.g. locating poached wildlife 

 
 Improving safety for personnel and the public 
 
 Locating injured wildlife 

 
 Capture for population estimation (bear & cougar) 
 
 Public outreach (classroom and public presentations) 



Verification 



Locating Unlawfully Taken Wildlife 



Feeding 



Bear Hard Release with KBD’s 



School Lock Downs 



Attacks 



Public Outreach 



   Local & National Coverage - KBD 
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