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“GREEN SHEET” 
 

  Meeting: 
 

December 14-15, 2012, Commission Meeting 

Agenda # _5_: 
 

WAC 220-20-010 structural improvements and updates - Rule 
Briefing 
 

Staff Contact: 
 

Mike Cenci, Deputy Chief, Enforcement Program  
 

Presenter(s): 
     

 

Joanna Eide, Administrative Regulations Analyst,  
Enforcement Program 

Background:   A WAC overhaul project is currently underway to update, reorganize, 
and streamline the department’s administrative code. The WAC overhaul project was 
presented to the Commission during the February 2012 meeting. Changes to rules for 
clarity, uniformity, adequacy, and accuracy, as well as the repeal of outdated and 
unnecessary rules are proposed as part of this project. This agenda item is to brief the 
Commission and hold a public hearing on the fourth batch of technical rule changes 
associated with the WAC Overhaul.  The proposal amends WAC 220-20-010 to split 
this large, general rule apart. The proposal updates, clarifies, reorganizes, and 
restructures the content of WAC 220-20-010 into a more logical organization and by 
subject matter. Additionally, this project includes adjustments to rule language dealing 
with Northern Pike to align the WAC with previous WAC changes adopted by the 
Commission. The project also incorporates changes to derelict fishing gear provisions 
as referenced in WSR 11-16-076, filed on August 1, 2011. Other than the proposed 
changes in derelict fishing gear reporting, this rule proposal is purely technical in that it 
focuses on updates to language and splitting up a long, difficult to navigate rule. 
 
 
Policy issues:  The proposal includes technical amendments to clarify rules, and 
reorganize and restructure the rules in preparation to move the code into a new 
numbering and organizational structure in 2013.  The policy changes involved are the 
proposed changes to derelict fishing gear reporting requirements. These provisions 
require commercial fishers to report lost or abandoned gear within 24 hours and 
provide specific information regarding the gear’s whereabouts, water depth where 
located, time and date of loss, etc. Failure to report as required in the new provisions is 
proposed as punishable as an infraction under RCW 77.15.160. 
 
 
 
Public involvement process and outcome:  A public hearing will be held in 
conjunction with the Commission briefing during the December Commission Meeting. 
WDFW also sent notifications of proposed rule changes to members of the public who 
expressed interest in being notified of proposed rule changes. Additionally, direct 
outreach with members of the commercial fishing industry was conducted to notify the 
commercial fishers of the proposed changes to reporting lost or abandoned commercial 
fishing gear. 
 
 



Action requested:  None. 
 
 
Draft motion language:  None. 
 
 
Justification for Commission Action:  Rule language is supposed to be efficient, 
clear, legally adequate, and accurate.  The proposed amendments are in accordance 
with and will promote these goals while avoiding changes to the underlying meaning of 
the rules. The reorganization of rules in this proposal will promote the clarity and 
efficiency of WDFW’s administrative code. 
 
 
 
Communications Plan:  This rule proposal is listed on the agency’s website on the 
Current Rule Making Activities page.  WDFW sent notifications of proposed rule 
changes to members of the public who expressed interest in being notified of proposed 
rule changes. Because of the largely technical nature of the changes in this rule 
proposal, no extensive formal communications plan was needed. However, for the 
policy changes in the proposed derelict fishing gear reporting requirements, direct 
outreach with commercial fishers was conducted. 
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