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“GREEN SHEET” 
 

  Meeting: 
 

December 14-15, 2012, Commission Meeting 

Agenda # _6_: 
 

WAC Overhaul Technical Rule Changes, Round 4 - Rule Action 
 

Staff Contact: 
 

Mike Cenci, Deputy Chief, Enforcement Program  
 

Presenter(s): 
     

 

Joanna Eide, Administrative Regulations Analyst,  
Enforcement Program 

Background:   A WAC overhaul project is currently underway to update, reorganize, 
and streamline the department’s administrative code. The WAC overhaul project was 
presented to the Commission during the February 2012 meeting. Changes to rules for 
clarity, uniformity, adequacy, and accuracy, as well as the repeal of outdated and 
unnecessary rules are proposed as part of this project. This agenda item is to brief the 
Commission and hold a public hearing on the fourth batch of technical rule changes 
associated with the WAC Overhaul.  The proposal amends WAC sections to update, 
clarify, reorganize, and restructure numerous wildlife, fish, and shellfish rules. The topic 
areas range from aquaculture, to razor clams, to possession of live wildlife, and hunting 
seasons. Several references to the “department of fisheries” were corrected. The 
proposal also repeals several outdated and unnecessary WAC sections, and those 
sections that were incorporated into other sections as part of the restructuring and 
reorganizing part of this proposal.  
 
One intensive technical change was made to the proposed changes to WAC 220-56-
360 due to some questions that arose during the briefing and public hearing at the 
November Commission Meeting. The Director expressed concern about the language 
delineating the Razor Clam Areas in WAC 220-56-360. After mapping the areas out 
with agency GIS staff and discovering some overlap and vagueness, it was apparent 
that the language for the areas needed clarification. Upon discussing the Razor Clam 
Areas with coastal shellfish biologists, we decided to break the Razor Clam Areas into 
7 areas instead of the original 3 areas in the rule. This change is consistent with what is 
already done when seasons are determined via emergency rule and, thus, promotes 
efficiency within the code. 
 
Several wildlife rules originally filed as part of this proposal were withdrawn as the 
Wildlife Program requested postponing the changes. Those withdrawn changes will be 
included in amendments to hunting seasons planned for this spring. 
 
 
Policy issues:  The proposal includes technical amendments to clarify rules, and 
reorganize and restructure the rules in preparation to move the code into a new 
numbering and organizational structure in 2013.  No policy changes were made; the 
changes in this package are technical in nature. 
 
 
 
 



 
Public involvement process and outcome:  A public hearing was held in conjunction 
with the Commission briefing during the November Commission Meeting. WDFW also 
sent notifications of proposed rule changes to members of the public who expressed 
interest in being notified of proposed rule changes. No written comments were received 
from the public and no members of the public appeared to testify at the public hearing. 
 
 
Action requested:  Adopt the proposed amendments and repealers as presented 
during the November Commission Meeting on November 8, 2012 and updated at the 
December Commission Meeting on December 14, 2012. 
 
 
Draft motion language:  “I move to adopt the changes as outlined by the department 
on page 3 of the Rule Batch 4 materials.” 
 
 
Justification for Commission Action:  Rule language is supposed to be efficient, 
clear, legally adequate, and accurate.  The proposed amendments are in accordance 
with and will promote these goals while avoiding changes to the underlying meaning of 
the rules. The reorganization of rules and the repeal of outdated rules in this proposal 
will promote the clarity and efficiency of WDFW’s administrative code. 
 
 
 
Communications Plan:  This rule proposal is listed on the agency’s website on the 
Current Rule Making Activities page.  WDFW sent notifications of proposed rule 
changes to members of the public who expressed interest in being notified of proposed 
rule changes. Because of the largely technical nature of the changes in this rule 
proposal, no extensive formal communications plan was needed. 
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Attachment “A” to CR-102 
 

Technical WAC amendments and repeal, Round 4 
(Changes to wildlife rules and other rules) 

 
 
The following rules are amended: 

WAC 220-20-039 Live fish--Import and transfer.   
 WAC 220-20-040 General provisions--Rearing and planting food fish.  

WAC 220-55-230 Columbia River endorsement.   
WAC 220-56-360 Razor clams--Areas and seasons. 
WAC 220-56-372 Razor clam sanctuaries.   
WAC 220-76-020 Aquatic farm registration form--Required information. 
WAC 220-90-010 Herring hardship validations, qualifications, and conditions. 
WAC 220-90-015 Resort or marina--Owner or operator. 
WAC 232-12-025 Hunts authorized pursuant to RCW 77.12.240 
WAC 232-12-064 Live wildlife. 
WAC 232-12-091 Commercial buying and processing of anadromous game fish or roe.   

 WAC 232-12-097 Transportation of anadromous game fish and roe.   
WAC 232-12-242 Hunting restrictions. 
WAC 232-12-261 Live decoys unlawful. 
WAC 232-12-289 Official hunting hours for game birds and game animals. 

 
 
The following are proposed new rules: 
 WAC 232-12-063 Live wildlife--Facility, fencing, and marking requirements.   
 WAC 232-12-288 Official hunting hours for game animals and forest grouse. 
 
 
The following rules are repealed: 
 WAC 220-16-255 Geographical definitions—Razor clam areas. 

WAC 220-74-015 Surplus salmon eggs. 
WAC 220-85-115 Rules of practice and procedure. 
WAC 220-100-068 Formal administrative appeal of department environmental  

determinations. 
 WAC 232-16-010 Establishment of game reserves. 
 WAC 232-28-285 2010-2011 Pilot cougar hunting seasons with the aid of dogs. 
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