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Presentation Objectives  

• Review Colockum elk herd management 

• Update on the status of the population 

• Identify ongoing management challenges 

• Discuss progress on the Naneum Ridge to Columbia 

River Recreation Plan  
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Herd Area Attributes 

• Core area is relatively 

open landscape 

• High road density and 

easy access 

• Little wilderness or 

road-less area is 

available 

• Supports >25,000 elk 

hunter days per year 
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Herd Management Objectives 

 Population of 4,500 elk in 

surveyed portion of winter 

range 

 Post-season bull ratio of 12-20 

bulls:100 cows 

 Improve elk habitat and 

reduce disturbance 

 Minimize agricultural damage  

to private lands 
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Refining Survey Techniques  

• Real time GPS tracking 

 

• Survey 100% of the defined winter range 

 

• Photo documenting all large groups 

 

• Calf sub-sampling 
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Colockum Herd Size 
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Calf Recruitment 

Lactation Data: 

Mean = 33.6:100   

N= 134 
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Colockum Bull Management 

• Ratio chronically below 

objective 

• Spike only management 

started in 1994 

• True spike only management started 

2009 

• Limited permits for adult bulls 9 



Evolving Standard for Legal Bulls 

Pre-1994 

1994-2008 

2009- 

& Managing 

Vulnerability 
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% of yrl. bulls harvested under SOM 

 

• Colockum    ~ 82%  

• Yakima     ~ 70% 

• Blue Mtns.   ~ 60% 

• TSOM Goal  ~  65% 11 
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Zone of Influence from Roads and Trails 
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Colockum Bull Study  

• True spike has increased 

yearling recruitment  

• Branched bull numbers have 

not increased substantially 

within the survey area 
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Study Objectives: 

•Determine 2+ year old bull  

  survival  

•Determine segregated bull 

  wintering areas  

•Potentially identify methods to 

  survey bulls wintering in other 

  areas 
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Agricultural Damage Areas 

16 

Wenatchee 

Ellensburg 
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Naneum Ridge to Columbia 
River Recreation Plan 
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Naneum Ridge to Columbia River 

Recreation Plan  
• DNR past 

planning efforts 

Planning area will 

cover 230,000 acres  
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Naneum Ridge to Columbia 
River Recreation Plan 

• Planning Area 
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Land Suitability Assessment 

1) Suitability Modules 

A. Biological 

B. Geology and soils 

C. Management 

 

2) Tri-Composites: 

A. Summer 

B. Summer + Seasonal 

C. Winter 
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Winter Suitability Map  
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Winter WDFW Goal:  

Reduce human 

disturbance & increase 

ungulate security 
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Summer/Fall Suitability Map  
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Fall WDFW Goal: 

Reduce elk harvest 

vulnerability  
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Fires 2012  
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Elk distribution June & July  Elk distribution Sept. & Oct.  
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 Questions?  
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