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Overview

e Interactions between humans and wildlife
are increasing

e Positive and negative encounters
e Transition for wildlife agencies




Center of the American West
University of Colorado (2001)

Land Use Categories

I Urban/Suburban (>2 units per acre)
Low Density Suburban (1 unit per 0.5 to 10 acres)
Exurban (1 unit per 10 to 40 acres)
Rural (less than 1 unit per 40 acres)

' | Unbuildable (public land, open water, too steep)

/\/ County Line
/\/ Major Highway
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Overview

Population Management through Hunting
Seasons and Permits

Non-lethal prevention tools (herding and
hazing, fencing/exclusion)

Kill permits
Compensation

Lure Crops

Winter Feeding Programs



Overview

e WDFW transfer of several wildlife conflict

responsibilities

 WDFW staffing and program development
* Revise and propose rules
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Overview

* Preparation
— Public input began June 2014 through present

— 2 Surveys (WA Hunter Opinion, Washington
Residents’ Opinion)

— Game Management Plan (on-line commenting
and public meetings)

— Stakeholder outreach (WFPA, WFFA,
WCA, Farm Bureau, GMAC, f
WA Trapper’s Assn., Humane
Society, and others)

Responsive Management



Overview

 Purpose (WDFW/Public/Landowners and

other

user groups)

— Provide agency direction
ress questions and concerns
uce confusion on permits, Ilcenses tags

— Ado
— Rec

anad

reportlng requirements




Overview

e Purpose (continued)

— Update existing or provide new requirements
for trappers, wildlife control operators, permit
holders, hunters, landowners, and producers

— Provide a framework for producers to work
with WDFW

— Update the existing wildlife control operator
program and better align it with the trapping
program while maintaining its separateness.
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Overview

e Purpose (continued)

— Propose moving to Chapter 232-36 Wildlife
Interaction rules.

— Clarify language in each rule to facilitate an
Improved process and better customer
service. o
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Proposed Changes

Damage to Agriculture and Timber
Killing Wildlife in Protection of Property
Compensation

Wildlife Control Operators
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Damage to Agriculture
and Timber
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Damage to Agriculture
and Timber

e Issue: Wildlife have the potential to cause
thousands of dollars worth of damage to
commercial agriculture and timber
Industries. WDFW Is responsible for
assisting owners with minimizing damage
to commercial agriculture and timberlands.



Damage to Agriculture
and Timber

e Propose to delete rules:
— 232-12-025 Depredation hunts
— 232-28-266 Damage Prevention permit hunts

 Replace and revise both with new rules
under the Wildlife Interactions Chapter
232-36



Damage to Agriculture
and Timber

* |Issue: Separate bear timber damage from
deer, elk and turkey damage permit hunts
and clarify appropriate definitions and
references.

......
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Damage to Agriculture
and Timber

* Replace 232-12-025 with proposed new
rule: 232-36-320 Black bear timber
damage depredation permits
— Add reference to RCW 77.15.245

— Add deflnltlons “damage to tlmberlands” and
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Damage to Agriculture
and Timber

* Issue: Occurrence of damage may vary by
species, population levels, and seasonal
crop. Permits to assist with damage issues
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Damage to Agriculture
and Timber

* Replace 232-28-266 with proposed new
rule 232-36-310 Damage Prevention
permit hunts: deer, elk, turkey

— Clarifies Damage Prevention Cooperative
Agreements vs Damage Prevention Permits

— Separates deer and elk from turkey
: i
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Damage to Agriculture
and Timber

* Propose new rule 232-36-310 (continued)

Species Area Current Quota Proposed Quota

Elk antlerless Statewide 300 Statewide

200 Eastern WA
100 Western WA

Elk antlerless GMU 372 & 379 70

Elk spike /
antlerless Elk Area 3721

Any bull Elk Area 3721
Elk antlerless GMU 501 -578
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Damage to Agriculture
and Timber

* Propose new rule 232-36-310 (continued)

Species
Deer/Elk
Elk

spike/antlerless

Any Bull

Area
Statewide

Elk Area
3721

Elk Area
3721

Current Proposed Current Proposed
Start Date | Start Date | Close Date | Close Date

August 1 July 1 March 31 No change

August 1 July 1 March 31 No change

May 15 No change July 31 June 30
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Damage to Agriculture
and Timber

* Propose new rule 232-36-310 (continued)

— Allow for use of un-filled turkey tags along
with damage permit

Species Current Proposed | Current Proposed | Current Proposed
Area Area Quota Quota Start Date | Start Date

GMUs Statewide 200 Oct 10 Oct 1

105- 130
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Damage to Agriculture
and Timber

 |Issue: Clarify roles and responsibilities of
the department and the landowner when
addressing damage issues from big game.
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Damage to Agriculture
and Timber

* Propose new rule 232-36-090 Limitations
to managing damage caused by deer, elk,
bear, and cougar on private property

— Clarify owners must seek WDFW for
assistance

— Clarify cooperative working relationship with
WDFW and owner



Damage to Agriculture
and Timber

* Propose new rule 232-36-090 Limitations
to managing damage caused by deer, elk,
bear, and cougar on private property
(continued)

— Requires documentation of refusal to non-
ethal measures

— Provides an appeal process for owners
— Non-compliance is ineligible for compensation




Damage to Agriculture
and Timber

 |ssue: Increasing hunting pressure and
human presence can be an effective tool In
minimizing damage from wildlife. Providing
opportunities to utilize hunters for damage
Issues can foster good will with landowners

and hunters.
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Damage to Agriculture
and Timber

* Revise 232-36-300 Public hunting
regquirements
— Clarifying language
e “Species causing damage”; allow for other
species to provide additional hazing

e Remove “Access” to be more inclusive of all
agreements



Damage to Agriculture
and Timber

* Revise 232-36-300 Public hunting
requirements (continued)
— Clarifying language
e Add “minimize or prevent damage”
e Add “number of hunters,
timing, and weapon”
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Killing Wildlife in
Protection of Property
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Killing Wildlife in
Protection of Property

* |ssue: Property owners should have the
ability to protect their property from
wildlife caused damage particularly
damage caused by non-listed species.
Need clarification on the limitations and
requirements with killing wildlife for
protection on property.



Killing Wildlife in
Protection of Property

e Revise

— 232-36-051 Killing wildlife causing private
property damage
— 232-36-055 Disposal of wildlife killed for

personal safety or for causing private property
damage

— 232-36-510 Failure to abide by conditions of
permits, provide completed forms, or submit
required documents of reports



Killing Wildlife in
Protection of Property

 |Issue: Confusion exists because of the
various permits currently identified in the
rule and how these relate to the Damage
Prevention Cooperative Agreements.
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Killing Wildlife in
Protection of Property

e Revise 232-36-051 Killing wildlife causing
private property damage

— Clarify difference between Damage Prevention
Cooperative Agreement and Damage
Prevention or Kill Permits

— Removed permit types that no longer exist

— Revised nomenclature and consolidated
nermits




Killing Wildlife In
Protection of Property
 Issue: Various methods may be utilized to

dispose of animal carcasses and direction
IS needed to minimize confusion.
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Killing Wildlife in
Protection of Property

Revise 232-36-055 Disposal of wildlife
Killed for personal safety or for causing
orivate property damage

— Clarify language detailing carcass disposal will
be conditioned In the permits

— Add language directing carcass disposal for
wildlife killed without a permit




Killing Wildlife In
Protection of Property
 |ssue: Confusion exists regarding

reporting requirements for Wildlife Control
Operators and landowners.
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Killing Wildlife in
Protection of Property

* Revise 232-36-510 Failure to abide by
conditions of permits, provide completed
forms, or submit required documents of

reports

— Change language to reflect correct title for
wildlife control operators and certification



Killing Wildlife in
Protection of Property

* |Issue: Bear and cougar may need to be
removed In response to depredation
events on livestock or animals not related

to public safety, timber damage, or Iin
chronic areas.




Killing Wildlife in
Protection of Property

e Propose new rule 232-36-330 Bear and
Cougar depredation permit hunts for
domestic animal or livestock loss.

— Addresses need to respond to livestock losses

— Clarifies only WDFW authorized hunters may
participate

— Requires a permit to remove bear or cougar

— Requires 24 hour reporting of take and allows
48 hours to dispose of carcass




Compensation
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Compensation

 |ssue: Misperceptions exist regarding
limitations for crop damage, the roles and
responsibilities of all parties involved, and
the process for applying for compensation.

Washington Department of Fich and Wildlife
A
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Compensation

e Revise

— 232-36-100 Payment for commercial crop
damage — Limitations

— 232-36-110 Application for cash compensation
for commercial crop damage — Procedure

— 232-36-210 Application for cash compensation
for livestock damage or other domestic animal
— Procedure
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Compensation

* |ssue: Confusion regarding the Damage
Prevention Cooperative Agreement and
Intent of prevention measures to minimize
potential damage.

DAMAGE PREVENTION COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT
LROP DAMAGE

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife — ree JECT GROUP: Mg
WILDLIFE DAMAGE CLAIM FORM
WASHINGTON STATE Deer/Elk Commercial Crop Losses

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
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Compensation

* Revise 232-36-100 Payment for
commercial crop damage — Limitations

— Add language to correctly reflect Damage
Prevention Cooperative Agreements

— Clarify denial of claims for refusal of
prevention measures



Compensation

 |ssue: Clarify confusion with the claims
process and terminology such as
landowner, claimant, and applicant. Clearly
articulate the collaborative process with
the owner and the Department.




Compensation

e Revise 232-36-110 Application for cash
compensation for commercial crop
damage — Procedure

— Change package due date to “when damage
stops”™

— Add requirement of Damage Prevention
Cooperative Agreement or waiver to file claim

— Clarify documentation required



Compensation

e Revise 232-36-110 (continued)

— Clarify owner’s responsibility to work with
adjustor

— Clarify use of owner selected crop adjustor
versus WDFW contracted adjustor

— Clarify denial of claim for non-compliance with
DPCA

— Remove negating adjustor fees for claims over
$10,000
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Compensation

e |Issue: Revisions are needed to facilitate a
claims process that ensures adequate time
and provisions for filing claims.

48



Compensation

e Revise 232-36-210 Application for cash
compensation for livestock damage or
other domestic animal — Procedure

— Add required to notify WDFW within 30 days
of loss

— Change (extend) submission of complete
claims package

— Clarify assess of losses caused wolves and
other carnivores.



Wildlife Control Operators
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Wildlife Control Operators

Issue: Further clarification regarding use
of permits, certifications, traps, and
reporting requirements were needed for
Wildlife Control Operators.
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Wildlife Control Operators

* Revise
— 232-12-142 Special trapping permit-Use of
body gripping traps
— 232-36-060 Director or his/her designee Is

empowered to grant wildlife control operator
certifications

— 232-36-065 Director or his/her designee Is
empowered to i1ssue wildlife control operator
permits to address wildlife interactions
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Wildlife Control Operators

* |Issue: Need separate and clear direction
for special trapping permits and conditions
for use body gripping traps. Interpretation
of current rule results in different views for

lawful carcass retention and permit
renewals.




Wildlife Control Operators

* Revise 232-12-142 Special trapping
permit-Use of body gripping traps
— Remove “use of body gripping traps” from
title
— Clarify term “permit” is Special Trapping
Permit

— Removed application details (information is
redundant to the permit application)



Wildlife Control Operators

o |ssue: A separation of the Wildlife Control
Operator certification and permits for use
by Wildlife Control Operators Is necessary
to eliminate confusion and provide clear
direction for both components.
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Wildlife Control Operators

e Revise 232-36-060 Director or his/her
designee is empowered to grant wildlife
control operator certifications

— Name change to “Certifying wildlife control
operators™

— Must pass a WA state trapper education exam
and possess 2 years of demonstrated
experience.



Wildlife Control Operators

e Revise 232-36-060 Director or his/her
designee is empowered to grant wildlife
control operator certifications (continued)

— Remove the date from the fee change. This
Information Is redundant.

— Change the term “permit” to “certification” to
clarify the difference



Wildlife Control Operators

 |Issue: Need clarification of the
responsibilities and requirements for
wildlife control operators under the
certification and permits.

4 WILDLIFEGONTROL
OPERATOR TRAINING

Best Practices and fraining guide
for Wildlife Control Operators
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Wildlife Control Operators

e Revise 232-36-065 Director or his/her
designee is empowered to issue wildlife
control operator permits to address
wildlife interactions

— Change title to reflect use of WCO'’s vice just
Issuing permits/certifications.
— Specify WCOs are permitted to conduct work

out of designated seasons to assist
landowners with damage Issues.



Wildlife Control Operators

e Revise 232-36-065 Director or his/her
designee is empowered to issue wildlife
control operator permits to address
wildlife interactions (continued)

— Clarify that Body Gripping Traps require a
special permit.

— Clarify the retention of animal furs by WCQO'’s
In season only with certain conditions. Again

alleviating user group confusion.



Wildlife Control Operators

e Revise 232-36-065 Director or his/her
designee is empowered to issue wildlife
control operator permits to address
wildlife interactions (continued)

— Define the disposal of animals trapped with

pody gripping traps.

— Adjust reporting requirements

— Clarify the period for which a certification or
permit may be denied/revoked




Wildlife Control Operators

 |ssue: Stand alone rules providing
guidance on use of body gripping traps
and reporting requirements for wildlife
control operators are needed to provide
Improved data collection and response to
conflict events.



Wildlife Control Operators

e Propose new rule

— 232-36-066 Report required of certified
wildlife control operator

— 232-36-054 Use of body-gripping traps and
exceptions g
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Wildlife Control Operators

e Issue: Need to alleviate confusion on how an
where to report and whether or not there are
penalties for failure to report.

WASHINGTOM DEPARTMENT OF FISH & WILDLIFE

LICENSING & PERMITS

Wlldllfe Control Operato S Home  Aboul WOFW  Conservaion  Fishing  Hunting  Enforcomest  Wikiife Viewing Licenaing & Poremits Liwinng with Wildlite
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North, Olympia, WA 98501-1091, or FAX at (360) 902-2162, or
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LT
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Guidelines for compheting an application for a permit to use traps for an | The contect ek
amimal probiem Rt e
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Wildlife Control Operators

* Propose new rule 232-36-066 Report
required of certified wildlife control
operator

— WCO reporting follows a similar process and
violation stipulations as trappers.

— Specifies reporting date; which aligns with the
trapping report requirements.



Wildlife Control Operators

* Propose new rule 232-36-066 Report
required of certified wildlife control
operator

— References web-based reporting and
appropriate forms.

— Clarifies failure to report or false reports are
considered an infraction.



Wildlife Control Operators

e |ssue: Needed to revise this rule to
address adopted revisions to 232-12-141
made in April 2015. This revision further
separates the restrictions associated with
use of body gripping traps from the
general trapping rule.



Wildlife Control Operators

* Propose new rule 232-36-054 Use of
body-gripping traps and exceptions
— Removed language from 232-12-141, Wild
Animal trapping, to create this WAC which Is
specific to the use of body gripping traps

(232-12-141 was modified at the March
commission meeting).




Wildlife Control Operators

* Propose new rule 232-36-054 Use of
body-gripping traps and exceptions
(continued)

— Removed listing of individual traps and
replaced with reference to RCW 77.15.192
which defines them.

— Corrected trap check time frame reference to
24 hours vice 72 hours and included RCW
referencing this parameter.



Summary

* The revisions will provide:
— Provides clear direction
— Minimize confusion
— Address concerns and questions
— Foster improved processes
— Facilitate collaboration
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Next Steps

Public hearing; June 12, 2015
Comment period through June 30, 2015
Continue work with stakeholders
August 2015 Commission Meeting
Develop Policy/Procedure
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Questions

72
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