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Summary 
  Meeting dates: 
 

February 26-27, 2016, Commission Meeting 

Agenda item: 
 

Hood Canal Chum Management Review – Briefing and Public Hearing 

Presenter(s):  
 

Laurie Peterson, Puget Sound Salmon Manager   
Kirt Hughes, Fishery Planning, Modeling, Regulations, and ESA 
Response 

Background summary: 
In January 2016, the Fish and Wildlife Commission reviewed its’ 2015-2016 North of Falcon 
Policy (C-3608). This policy provides guidance to the Department in defining annual salmon 
fishing seasons in Washington State that meets conservation and fishery management 
objectives for non-treaty commercial and recreational fishing opportunity. Following that 
briefing the Commission requested a briefing on methodology used for evaluation and in-
season updating of Hood Canal chum run size for use in commercial fishery management. This 
briefing will address: 

• How the Hood Canal chum run size is evaluated and updated in-season. 
• How and why the in-season update methodology has changed in recent years. 
• How changes in methodology may influence the harvest of chum in WDFW managed 

commercial fisheries. 
 
Policy issue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration: 
N/A 
 
Public involvement process used and what you learned: 
Public comments will be received at the February Commission meeting. 
 
Action requested:  
N/A 
 
Draft motion language: 
N/A 
 
Justification for Commission action: 
N/A 
 
Communications Plan: 
N/A 
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