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Selectivity in All Seasons 
    Spring 

• In March we use 8” nets with recovery boxes to 
avoid handling winter steelhead and target early-
returning Willamette Chinook 

• In April and early May we use tanglenets, shorter 
drift times and recovery boxes when upriver 
Chinook are dominant and steelhead are few 

• In late May and June we use 8” nets, shirt drifts 
and recovery boxes to avoid shad and the 
increasing number of Group A summer steelhead 



  

Summer 
• We use 8” nets to avoid Group A steelhead and 
sockeye.  There are no ESA-listed Chinook in this 
run so we do not fish selectively.  The wild portion 
of this run has risen to over 50% the last 4-5 years 
along with record returns overall. 
 
August 
• We use 9” nets to avoid steelhead and sturgeon 
•  We fish in river zones 4&5 (above the Lewis 
River) to avoid Lower River tule Chinook and to 
target healthy Upriver Bright Chinook 
 



September 
• We close fishing for the first 2-3 weeks to avoid the 
peak of the Lower River tule Chinook and Group B 
steelhead runs 
• When we start again we use 8” nets to avoid 
steelhead and we stay in zones 4&5 until the tule 
Chinook move into the tributaries with the fall rains 
• We then move into all river zones  with 8” nets to 
spread out the fleet and to harvest healthy late-
returning Chinook runs 
•We use tanglenets with recovery boxes to target 
coho when there is still a mix of early and late stocks 
in the river 
 



October 
• We continue with tanglenets  and recovery 
boxes in all zones to harvest late stock 
hatchery coho  
• We fish with 6” nets in zones 1-3 on strong 
runs to harvest additional hatchery late-stock 
coho while staying within ESA guidelines 



Federal Matrix Wild Coho Impact Limits 


