
March 18, 2017, WDFW Commission Meeting Presentation Information is subject to changes and amendments over time.  1 Photo credit: J. Danielson 

Agenda Item 19 
 

Wolf Conservation and 
Management 

2016 Annual Report 

 

Donny Martorello | Wolf Policy Lead 



March 18, 2017, WDFW Commission Meeting Presentation Information is subject to changes and amendments over time.  2 

Summary 

• Overview of recovery objectives 

• Population trends 

• Conflict management 

• Stakeholder engagement 

• Research 

• Budget 

• Looking ahead 
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Wolf Plan Goals 

• Restore self-sustaining 
wolf populations 

• Manage wolf-livestock 
conflicts 

• Maintain healthy prey 
base 

• Develop public 
understanding and 
promote coexistence 
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Definitions 

• Pack:  2 or more 
wolves traveling 
together 

• Successful 
Breeding Pair:  
male and female 
raising 2 or more 
pups until Dec 31 
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Recovery Objectives 

• Delist at 15 
successful breeding 
pair for 3 consecutive 
years  

• Or 18 successful 
breeding pair for 1 
year 

• Distributed among 3 
recovery regions 
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Legal Status 

• Entire state is State 
listed as Endangered 

 

• Federally delisted in 
Eastern 1/3 WA in 
2011 

• Federally listed as 
Endangered in 
Western 2/3 WA 

Federally 

Endangered 

Federally 

Delisted 



March 18, 2017, WDFW Commission Meeting Presentation Information is subject to changes and amendments over time.  7 

Reports From the Public 

• 1-877-933-9847 

• 911 

• Online 

• Pamphlets 

• Outreach printed 
materials 
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Capture and Monitoring 
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Aerial wolf capture using a net gun in the Diamond pack, Feb 2013. 
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Setting wolf leg-hold trap, WDFW. 
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Washington’s Known Wolf Packs 
As of December 31, 2016 
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Capture and Monitoring 
2016 Calendar Year 

• Captured 14 unique wolves 

• 8 adults, 5 yearlings, 2 pups 

• 14 radio collars deployed 

• Monitored 25 unique radio collared wolves (22% 
of minimum known population) from 13 packs 
(65% of known packs) 

• Monitoring 18 collared wolves at end of calendar 
year 
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Statewide 

Recovery Region 
Successful 

Breeding Pair Min Count Mortality 
Known 

Dispersal Depredations 

Eastern 8 97 14 2 15 

N. Cascades 2 18 0 1 0 

S. Cascades/Coastal 0 0 0 0 0 

STATEWIDE TOTAL 10 115 14 3 15 
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Confirmed Pack 
Successful 

Breeding Pair Min Count Mortality 
Known 

Dispersal Depredations 

Beaver Creek No 4 0 0 0 

Carpenter Ridge Yes 6 0 0 0 

Dirty Shirt Yes 13 1 0 1 

Goodman Meadows Yes 7 0 0 0 

Huckleberry No 4 2 1 0 

Nc'icn (CCT) Yes 5 0 0 0 

Profanity Peak No 4 7 0 10 

Salmo No 3 0 0 0 

Sherman Yes 5 0 0 0 

Skookum Yes 5 0 0 0 

Smackout Yes 8 0 1 2 

Stranger No 4 0 0 1* 

Strawberry (CCT) Yes 7 1 0 0 

Touchet  No 2 0 0 0 

Tucannon No 4 1 0 1 

Wedge No 3 0 0 0 

Whitestone (CCT) No 2 0 0 0 

Misc/Lone Wolves -- 11 2 0 0 

Recovery area total 8 97 14 2 15 

Eastern Washington Recovery Area 
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Confirmed Pack 
Successful 

Breeding Pair Min Count Mortality 
Known 

Dispersal Depredations 

Lookout No 3 0 0 0 

Loup Loup Yes 8 0 0 0 

Teanaway Yes 5 0 1 0 

Misc/Lone Wolves -- 2 0 0 0 

Recovery area total 2 18 0 1 0 

North Cascades Recovery Area 
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Trend in Minimum Number 
of Wolves 
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Trend in Number of 
Successful Breeding Pair 
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Trend in Number of Wolf 
Packs 
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Known Wolf Mortalities 
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Known Wolf Dispersers 



March 18, 2017, WDFW Commission Meeting Presentation Information is subject to changes and amendments over time.  21 

Conflict Management 
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Manage Wolf-Livestock 
Conflict 

• Wildlife Conflict Specialists 

• Deterrence measures 

• Coordination w/ producers 

– One-on-one 

– Checklist 

– Prevention agreement 

• Compensation 

– Direct 

– Indirect 

• Lethal removal 
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2016 Wolf-Livestock Conflict 
Readiness Assessment 

 1. 2015 min number of wolves 

2. Number of radioed individuals and type of collar 

3. Summer trapping plans 

4. Do we know general denning area? 

5. Conflict specialist lead for this pack?   

6. Pack’s conflict history 

7. Knowledge of allotments/producers/grazing practices in area 

8. Number of  livestock agreements 

9. Status of deterrence plans 

10. Outreach with producers 

11. Plans for verbal communication of wolf locations to area producers 

12. Status of formal data sharing agreements with producers/counties 

13. Approaches for sanitation 

14. Range rider/human presence  

15. Outreach to producers on WDFW lands 

16. Any other items of interest/awareness…? 
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Informal 
Checklist of Deterrent 

Measures 

  Sanitation 

 Sick and injured livestock 

 Calving and lambing areas 

 Turnout 

 Range riders and sheepherders 

 Hazing practices 

 Fencing 

 Other techniques 
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Increased Human Presence 
Contracted Range Riders 
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Cost-Share Contracts 
 

• Range riders / sheep 
herders 

• Fencing 

• Turbo-fladry 

• Carcass removal 

• Livestock guardian dogs 

• Herding dogs 

• Screamers, projectile 
pyrotechnics 

• Hazing tool 

• Radio activated guard units 

• Delayed turn out 

• Other 
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Uptake and Use of  
Proactive Deterrence 
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Uptake and Use of  
Deterrence Measures 

Cost share contracts Contracted range riders 
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Growth of Wolf Population and 
Use of Deterrence Measures 
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Packs Depredating on Livestock in 2016 
 



March 18, 2017, WDFW Commission Meeting Presentation Information is subject to changes and amendments over time.  31 

2016 Protocol for consideration and 
implementation of lethal removal of gray 
wolves during recovery to stop wolf 
depredations on livestock 
 
The purpose of lethal removal is to stop wolf 

depredations from continuing in the near future 
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Packs Depredating on Livestock 
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Wolf Depredations in Washington 

1 calf 1 dog 

3 sheep & 19 cattle 

1 calf 

35 sheep, 4 cattle, 1 dog 

7 cattle, 

1 dog 

15 cattle 
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Compensation for Livestock Depredations 
   

For injured or killed livestock 

Claim date Claim amount Appraised 
value 

Amount paid by 
WDFW 

10/14/2016 Pending In process In process 

1/4/2017 $506 2/27/2017 Closed 

10/31/2016 $3,600 2/22/2017 Closed 

8/5/2016 $1,234 8/24/2016 Closed 

3/14/2016 $545 5/31/2016 Closed 

9/21/2015 $7,200 12/11/2015 Closed 

10/6/2015 $6,950 3/8/2016 Closed 

Total $20,037 
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Compensation for Livestock Depredations 
   

For Indirect Losses 

Indirect losses 

– Greater than normal losses 

– Reduced weight gain 

– Reduced pregnancy rates 

 

Claims for Livestock Review Board 

Claim date Livestock Amount paid by WDFW 

11/03/2014 Sheep losses $42,064 

05/27/2015 Reduced pregnancy $23,583 
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Washington Wolf Population 
Summary 

Year 
Min 

count 
Known 

No. Packs SBP 
Growth 

Rate 
Known Wolf 

Mortality 
Depredating packs 

(%) 
2008 5 1 1 -- 0 0% 
2009 14 2 2 -- 0 0% 
2010 19 3 1 36% 2 0% 
2011 35 7 5 84% 0 0% 
2012 51 9 5 46% 9 33% 
2013 52 13 5 2% 5 8% 
2014 68 16 5 31% 10 13% 
2015 90 18 8 32% 7 22% 
2016 115 20 10 28% 14 20% 
Ave 35% 9% 
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Stakeholder Engagement, 
Research, and Budget 
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Online Resources 
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Outreach 
• Meetings 

– Public, Conservation Districts, Non-
government interest groups, Wolf 
Advisory Group, Fish and Wildlife 
Commission 

– Media Tour 

• Producer outreach 

– Grazing meetings 

– One-on-one  

• Trainings 

• WDFW News releases and other 
printed materials 

– Brochures, hunting regulations 
pamphlet, magnet 
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Wolf Advisory Group 
 Representation  

• Livestock producers, environmentalist, hunters 

• 13 organizations 

Process 

• 5 meetings 

• 3 conference calls 

Topics 

• Expectations for deterrence measures 

• Damage Prevention agreements 

• 2016 Protocol for lethal removal 
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Research 
• Livestock mortality rates in wolf occupied areas of 

Washington (WSU) 

• Predator-Prey Project (WDFW-UW) 

• Interactions between wolves and cougars in 
eastern Washington State (UW) 

• Wolf predation in livestock occupied areas of 
Washington State (WSU) 

• Forecasting livestock depredation risk by 
recolonizing gray wolves in Washington, USA 
(WSU) 

• Risk effects of wolves on livestock productivity in 
Washington (WSU) 

• Habitat use of wolves in relation to wildfire in 
Washington State (UW) 

• Impacts of wolves on mule deer and white-tailed 
deer in northeastern WA (UW) 

• Impacts of wolf recovery on interspecific 
competition between carnivores (UW) 

 

http://methowvalleynews.com/tag/wildlife/page/3/
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Description Wolf expenditures 

Population monitoring 

• Captures, monitoring, surveys $108,938 

• Staff time $240,530 

• USDA Wildlife Services assistance $174,337 

• Total $523,805 

Conflict Management 

• Staff time $273,160 

• Deterrence measures (cost-share, range riders, other) $430,452 

• Compensation $28,872 

• Total $732,484 

TOTAL $1,256,290 

Fund source: WLS/SG/PLP/Orca $944,006 /Federal $312,283 

Wolf Expenditures 
July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016 
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Looking Ahead 

• Coordination with livestock 
producers 

• WAG and stakeholder 
engagement 

• Interagency Wolf 
Committee engagement 

• Streamline compensation 
claim process 
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For More Information 
 

Website 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/gray_wolf/  

 

 

Contact 

Donny Martorello 

Wolf Policy Lead 

Donny.Martorello@dfw.wa.gov 

(360) 902-2521 (office) 

(360) 790-5682 (cell) 
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