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Migratory Bird Hunting Seasons

Authorities

e USFWS Authority:
Federal Framework
o Earliest opening date
o Latest closing date
o Limits
o Season length

o State Discretion: WAC within
Federal Framework
o Can be more restrictive but not
more liberal
o Season timing within outside
dates
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North American Mallard Stocks
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2016 Western Mallard Trends
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AHM / Washington Season Timing
(From Game Management Plan)

Table 2. AHM Regulation Packages and Washington Season Timing.

EASTERN WASHINGTON WESTERN WASHINGTON

Regulation Limit
package Days total/mall/2mall  Season Timing* Days

Limit
total/mall/@mall

Season Timing*

Liberal 107 7/7/2 mid-Oct. thru late 107
Jan.

7/7/2

mid-Oct. thru late
Jan.

Moderate 93 7/5/2 mid-late Oct. — 9 86
days;
remainder early-Nov.
thru late-Jan.

Restrictive mid-late Oct. — 9
days;
remainder mid-Nov.
thru mid-Jan.
Very 4/3/1 mid-Nov. thru early 38
Restrictive Dec.; late Dec. thru
mid-Jan.

* USFWS rules on duck season timing:

1. Washington zones (2) — E. Washington and W. Washington

2. Season dates must be the same within each zone

3. Seasons may only be split into 2 segments

4. Youth days in addition to above days, except for liberal package

7/5/2

mid-late Oct. — 9
days;

remainder mid-Nov.
thru late-Jan.

mid-late Oct. — 9

days;

remainder mid-Nov.
thru early-Jan.
mid-Nov. thru early
Dec.; late Dec. thru
early-Jan.




Pintail Optimal Regulatory Strategy
Northern Pintail

Northern pintail
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2017-18 Duck Season Proposals
WAC 232-28-436

e Proposed general duck season dates and limits similar to
2016-17, except pintail bag limit

o 107 days
= 2 day youth hunt
= 105 day general season
o 7 ducks, to include not more than:
= 2 hen mallard, 1 pintail (p. 3-4 changes)
= 2 redhead, 2 canvasback, 3 scaup

= W. WA: 2 scoter, 2 long-tail, 2 goldeneye, 1
harlequin (season limit)

e Proposed Change: p. 3 (2017-18)
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Snow Goose Population

Wrangel Island Breeding Pop.

= Skagit-Fraser Winter Flock




1 CRD Breeding and Flocked
B Middleton Island geese
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2017-18 Goose Season Proposal
WAC 232-28-436

Allows independent season
selection.

Parallels bag limits in
Oregon NW permit zone.
Proposed Changes

(p. 6, 8, 10-12):

o 4 Canada geese (dusky
Canada geese closed)

o 6 white geese
o 10 white-fronted geese
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SW Goose Public Comments

Objectives:

Maintain dusky Canada goose
abundance, distribution, and winter
survival.

Maximize length and timing of the
goose season to address depredation
concerns.

Reduce agency costs.

Reduce regulation complexity and
hunter reporting requirements.
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SW Goose Zones and Season

Goose Management Areas Goose Management Areas

e Appropriate
zones and
season timing? |EErr=sta— s

| Goose Management Area 2A
V. Comtz and Wahkkahum comnties.

Whrman

Goose Management Area 28 ‘Iu::- la"ngmm Areas
A ether pa
ol 0

and Parfic counties

Alternative Season Scenarios
A continuous, no split no late

B late split; 3 splits
C no change; 3 splits
D EVEN SPLIT OPTION

mid split, shorter late

1late split; no change late
late split, short late; 3 splits
3 split; similar to previous?

continuous, no splits
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2016-17 SW Goose Season Recent Changes
Area 2 proposed season dates; why?

e Arrival to PNW
o 31 Oct = CRD
o 5 Nov = MI S A
o 14 Nov = PWS
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CRD Breeding and Flocked
H Middleton Island geese
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SW Goose Zones and Season

Goose Management Areas Goose Management Areas

Okanagon

‘ ‘ . t
Klickitat
- L ?
Se a SO I I t I I I l I I I Goose Management Area 1 Goose Management Area 3
u Isand, Skagit, and Snohomish counties Al other parts o western Washington not included

in Goose Managment Areas 1and 2.

Adams, Benton, Chelan, Dougias, Franklin, Grant, Kittts, 1, Coulkz, and Wahhiahum countes e, Ovelan, Dosglas,Frarkin, Gean

Goose Management Area 2 Goose Management Area 4 Goose Management Area 24 7] Goose Management Area 4
Cark, Comitz Grays Harbor, Pacifc, and Wahkiakum . t Alitie bt
countis Lincoln, Okanagon, Spokane, and Wala Walla counes

K
= Lincoin, Okanagon, Spokane, and Walla Walla court e,

8 cther patts o easter Washington not

Goose Management Area 5 Goose Management Area 28 Goose Management Area 5
Harhor and Pacic ounties.

Alternative Scenario Weteim G g, e ——

2017-2018 season windows
Oct 14 Oct 22 96 107
Nov 25 Jan 21
Feb 10 Mar 10
Oct 14 Oct 29
Nov 25 Jan 14
Feb 10 Mar 10




SW Goose Season: What We Know

Dusky Encountered Harvest

November

December

January

February

Total Harvest

2012-2013

14

2013-2014

14

2014-2015

16

2015-2016

12

2016-2017
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Legend
Shot Dusky Goose Bands Reported
@ 10BBL 199596 - 2014/15 by 10'
PTT Marked Dusky Locations.
Winters 2011112 - 2014115

Dusky Flock Size from
Roadside Surveys 2005 -
2015

. 028

. 2675
76-150
151-300
300+
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SW Goose Zones and Season

e Appropriate zones
and season timing?

e Proposed Changes
(p. 6):

End

First 7-days per week

Second Sat, Sun, Wed only* - Ridgefield NWR hunts Tues, Thurs, Sat
Third Sat, Sun, Wed only
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SW Goose Zones and Season

Goose Management Areas

e Appropriate zones
and season timing?

e Proposed Changes
(p. 6):

Dusky Zone (GMA2) OR 2016-2017 WA current WA WA proposed WA WA

# Hunt Period Windows & Days Windows Hunt Days Windows Hunt Days DIFFERENCE NOTES
First 11 starting one week prior to OR, ending same date.

Second -3 starting one week after OR, ending one week after OR
1 staring one week after OR, ending same date.

Third
subtotal
Youth + Sept dates
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SW Goose Zone and Season Needs

Dusky Canada Goose monitoring

Appropriate zones and season timing to
balance sport harvest and agricultural
depredation with Dusky Canada
conservation

o Input: public, regional, enforcement

o Stated strategies regarding # days in
relation to Dusky population status

Harvest reporting card

AAAAAAA

Clarification of public lands intent
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Brant Midwinter Survey Trends

Alaska January MWS
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SKAGIT BRANT - JANUARY MWS
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A = James Bay

B = Foxe Basin

C =Baffin I

D = Bathurst I.

E = Melville I.

F = Y-K Delta

G = Izembek Lagoon

2012-13 —————

[7] Atiantic Brant (Branta bemicla hrota).
Breeds around Foxe Basin in eastern low Arctic; winters on Atlantic coast of U.S.
[7] Eastern High-Arctic Brant (B. b. hrota).
Breeds on islands of eastern high Arctic and on Greenland; migrates via Greenland
and Iceland to winter mainly in Ireland.
[] Black Brant (B. b. nigricans).
Breeds in central and western low Arctic, in Alaska, and in western Russia; winters
along Pacific coast, mainly in Mexico.
D Western High-Arctic Brant (intermediate between hrota and nigricans).
Breeds on islands of western high Arctic and winters in Puget Sound, WA.
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2017-18 Brant Season Proposal
WAC 232-28-436

e Numbers of Brant have increased CLALLAM BRANT - JANUARY MWS
over the last 25 years

e <25% WHA Brant (3-yr avg.)
assessed through population
surveys or bag checks (PFC Brant
Plan harvest strategy)

e Proposed Changes
(p. 12-13):

o Open in Clallam and Whatcom
Counties 3 set dates

o Requires authorization and
harvest report card
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Status of Other Migratory Bird
Populations and Season Proposals
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Status of Other Migratory Bird
Populations and Season Proposals

WAC 232-28-436

Year

Band-tailed Pigeons Mourning Doves

Recommend same seasons as last year.
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Questions
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