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Current Season Structure

e Early season: Sept 1 — Dec 31
e Lateseason:Jan1—Apr 30
* Any legal weapon in both seasons

Washington’s 2017 Big Game
Hunting Seasons & Regulation

Effuctive April 1, 2017 - March 31, 201588
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Current Season Structure

* 50 population management units (PMUs) or hunt
areas have been identified




Current Season Structure

e Each PMU has a harvest guideline corresponding to 12-16% of
cougar population (excluding kittens)
e Starting Jan 1, the department may close hunt areas that
meet or exceed the harvest guideline
e Cougar Seasons 2015 — present: ~¥20 PMUs reach the quota
and close each year
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Harvest guideline range 12-16% of number
_' cougars (excluding kittens) for each PMU

Information is subject to changes and amendments over time. 4 March 16-17, 2018, WDFW Commission Meeting Presentation



Guidelines Based on Research
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Effects of hunting on cougar spatial organization
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Biological Conservation
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= Probability of Meeling Population Objec tivessss Probability of Reaching Re tional Harvest Objectives

Information is subject to changes and amendments over time. 5 March 16-17, 2018, WDFW Commission Meeting Presentation



Information

e Cougar populations grow about 14% annually

e Cougar density varies slightly across the state with a

median of about 2.2 cc 100 km2 (not including
kittens)
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Recorded Harvest

Cougar Harvest Numbers

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
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Proposed Changes
WAC 220-415-100
Cougar Hunting Seasons and Regulations

 Changes: Season dates to reflect 2018-2019 and
2019-2020; harvest guideline remain status quo

 Rationale: Correctly identify season dates
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Public Comments

e Cougar Seasons: 118 received

e 14 Support

 Most did not expand; suggestions: raising quotas, lengthen
season, amend reporting requirement and close the season

e 7 Neutral

e 98 Opposed

 Most provided suggestion: expand the season and increase
the quotas. Other suggestions: allow night hunting, allow
hounds, allow year round hunting, conduct more research,
create one season versus early and late seasons
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Questions?
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