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Current Practices £ Gold and Fish

i '®y Rules for
7 Mineral Prospecting

Il|‘.-".’L\-.

~ and Placer Mining

 Majority of common prospecting
methods permitted (with
conditions) under the Gold and
Fish pamphlet

o Extent of prospecting unknown
— no application required

e Since 2014, WDFW has issued
244 HPAs for exceptions to
pamphlet

 Only 3 of these issued to out-of-
state applicants

 WILDLIFE July 2015
4% Edition
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Regulations in Other States

California

e Statutory moratorium on suction dredging

Oregon

e Suction dredging prohibited in
Essential Salmonid Habitat

ldaho

e Suction dredging prohibited in certain waters

Information subject to changes over time.

Wild and Scenic Rivers
Critical Habitat under ESA
Withdrawn River Segments
State Protected Rivers
Sediment Impaired Streams

Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission April 14,

2018
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‘Water Boards
State Water Resources Control Board
REVISED
NOTICE OF PUBLIC WORKSHOPS

SOLICITATION OF INPUT REGARDING POTENTIAL ACTIONS TO PROTECT
WATER QUALITY FROM SUCTION DREDGE MINING

Tussday, January 17, )q T Wednesday, January |a 017

1:00 pm. ko f'N‘ 100 p mbnf"m
205 tl\s Im.w
Fresno, CA 93722 San Bemarding, CA 92404

Tuesday, January 24, 2017 Wednesday, January 25, 2017
400 p_to 700 p. 1.00 p. a

Kanuk Cammunity Room i E
39051 Highway 5 74T Auditcxium Drive
Orleans, CA 95555 Redding, CA 96001

Monelay, Fabauary € 2017

Meadquarers Bidg
Byron .‘hl'r .\.m o

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that State Resources Control Baard (State Water Board)
st will hald public werkahaps ta sakieit input an what actions the State Water Beard sheuld

by a quorum of State Water Board membes

3. The locabons and times of the meetings are
provided above. If addional public mests

s are scheduled, a separate nobice wil be issued

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF WORKSHOPS

The w58 of vacuum or suction dredge equipment has been stah,
sinvce 2009 in accordance with Fish and Game Code section 5653.1

January 1, 2016, Senate Bl 637 amended Section 5653 of the Frsh ans d G.u 3 I,m_e and
added m san 131725 1o the Water Code. eflectively praviding a framework, of which these
workshops are a necessary part, 1o B the statu N




Enforceability

* Violations of Hydraulic Code

or Rules

« Gross misdemeanor
 Up to $5,000 fine
1 year in jail

o Civil penalty
« $100/day

 Enforcement patrols

* Notification of work required
In some HPAs
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Threat of Aquatic Invasive Species

 Prospectors move eqguipment
throughout the state

 NoO provisions currently in
mineral prospecting rules
addressing aguatic invasive
species

« Equipment cleaning provisions
sometimes included In

Individual HPASs
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Rulemaking Options

1. No change to existing rules

2. Revise rules after reconsidering which prospecting methods
to regulate under the Gold and Fish pamphlet and which
require individual HPAs for approval

3. Revise rules to require individual HPAs for suction dredging

4. Revise rules to require individual HPAs for motorized
methods

5. Revise rules to require individual HPAs for all methods that
are not “small scale mineral prospecting and mining”
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Rulemaking Timeline

e File CR-101 upon completion of
current Hydraulic Code
rulemaking

 Timeline dependent on:
» Method and extent of stakeholder
engagement

* Which prospecting methods
require individual HPAs

 Whether EIS, SBEIS, Cost/Benefit
Analysis require extensive
development
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