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Puget Sound Commercial Salmon

HOTLINE: (360-)902-2500
For updated regulatory information including season and emergency changes

Fraser Panel (NOAA Fisheries)
HOTLINE: (800)-662-9825

For Fraser River Panel fishery information during Fraser control. 
Fisheries directed at Fraser origin sockeye and pink salmon occurring 

in Areas 7 and 7A. Additional Fraser Panel and Pacific Salmon 
Commission information can be found at: http://www.psc.org or 

(604)666-8200 
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1. PRESEASON RUN-SIZE AND SEASON EXPECTATIONS
1.1 Catch, Forecast, and Schedule

 This sub-chapter presents tables 1-4, outlining the 2019 forecasts, summaries of past run-sizes, catch, 
and days open for major non-treaty commercial fisheries, and table 5, the 2019 Puget Sound all-citizen 

Commercial salmon fishing schedule. The data presented herein is based on negotiated preliminary pre-
season fishery expectations only.  Actual openings may differ from those shown in this document, pending the 

in-season evaluations of runsizes, catch, and allocation. 

In-season fishery changes are announced on the Department of Fish & Wildlife (WDFW) hotline. 
More information can be found at:  

https://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/commercial/salmon/rules



Table 1.  2019 Preliminary Preseason Run Size Forecasts Compared to the 2009-2017 Puget Sound Actual Run Sizes.

Region Species
2019 ‘09-‘17

2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009
Forecast Average

Dungeness
Pink 7,600 175,580 18,300 - 356,000 - 429,800 - 29,600 - 44,200
Coho 12,100 14,167 17,200 17,100 5,500 18,900 18,800 12,600 15,700 2,900 18,800

Nooksack/    
Samish

Chinook 21,600 31,500 17,200 21,200 23,900 32,400 37,800 42,200 41,100 41,800 25,900

Pink 24,500 164,240 35,500 - 336,100 - 327,900 - 66,400 - 55,300
Coho 84,900 77,067 45,000 62,800 43,300 51,300 131,700 87,800 88,400 124,800 58,500
Chum 96,700 80,322 45,000 109,800 109,900 95,400 68,200 39,100 174,600 48,900 32,000

Skagit
Pink 114,800 983,400 116,800 - 411,700 - 1,620,600 - 1,306,400 - 1,461,500

Chum 11,700 29,011 7,100 35,400 9,700 65,700 9,800 41,600 15,800 46,500 29,500

Stillaguamish/    
Snohomish

Pink 176,300 1,743,360 94,000 - 693,000 - 3,435,200 - 1,125,200 - 3,369,400
Coho 132,300 155,311 79,000 143,700 39,600 149,600 270,200 269,400 199,300 72,200 174,800
Chum 14,800 44,611 23,700 27,400 13,700 64,300 23,700 40,000 61,600 109,400 37,700

South Sound
Pink 214,600 2,226,880 207,200 - 1,227,400 - 2,719,000 - 2,705,700 - 4,275,100
Coho 210,800 172,811 177,500 212,200 64,200 145,400 213,300 315,400 148,700 58,300 220,300
Chum 443,700 534,122 584,400 401,500 499,300 592,400 599,700 613,600 548,200 623,200 344,800

Hood Canal
Coho 36,300 92,108 70,700 100,265 47,700 61,600 84,200 165,300 130,200 43,300 104,300
Chum 518,700 739,611 1,064,000 735,800 783,700 487,700 1,427,300 684,700 609,900 416,500 446,900

Notes: Run sizes are based upon hatchery and wild fish entering Puget Sound (Area 4B run size).
Chum run sizes are fall chum components only, and can also be found on the WDFW website.
2018 run sizes are not available at this time.

Table 2.  2009-2018 Puget Sound All-Citizen Commercial Fishing Days.
Region Species 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009

GN PS GN PS GN PS GN PS GN PS GN PS GN PS GN PS GN PS GN PS

Dungeness Coho 31 * 32 * 28 * 30 * * 30 * 30 * 23 * 24 * 25 *

Nooksack/ 
Samish

Chinook 16 4 16 4 21 4 16 4 16 4 16 4 16 4 10 3 9 3 10 4

Coho 35 31 52 48 45 41 45 41 45 41 45 41 41 41 45 39 43 39 41 37

Chum 32 32 25 25 30 30 30 30 30 30 32 30 25 25 32 32 32 32 32 32

Skagit

Pink * * * * * * 3 3 * * 5 5 * * 4 4 * * 4 4

Coho * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Chum * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Stillaguamish /
Snohomish

Pink * * * * * * 3 3 * * 4 4 * * 4 4 * * 4 4

Coho-8A 3 2 * * * * 3 2 3 2 3 2 3 2 2 2 4 3 3 3

Coho-8D 30 6 21 9 * * 35 8 35 8 35 8 35 8 35 8 22 5 13 5

Chum-8A * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Chum-8D 14 5 12 3 * * 3 2 4 3 3 2 9 4 9 3 10 8 10 9

South Sound

Pink * * * 5 * * 5 5 * * 4 4 * * 3 3 * * 3 3

Coho * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Chum 7 5 7 5 8 4 11 5 14 7 12 6 8 5 13 6 8 6 12 8

Hood Canal

Coho * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Coho-9A 84 * 84 * 77 * 77 * 3 * 70 * 70 * 70 * 70 * 66 *

Coho-12A * * * * * * * * * * 1 * 5 * 2 * * * 3 *

Chum 10 7 6 4 6 4 6 4 7 4 11 4 10 5 11 6 8 4 9 6

Beach 
Seine

Coho-12A 34 35 33 31 37 38 34 25 14 14

Chinook-12C 12 12 10

* Indicates no directed All-Citizen commercial fishery occurred.
GN = gillnet
 PS = purse seine
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Table 3.  2009-2018 Puget Sound All-Citizen Commercial Salmon Net Catch (round numbers1).
Region Species 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009

Dungeness Coho 2,300 3,000 2,700 100 1,800 1,300 3,000 2,400 600 3,600

Area 7/7A Chum 37,800 56,800 66,500 60,000 60,100 30,200 32,200 26,400 6,100 16,500

Nooksack/        
Samish

Chinook 700 5,100 1,700 3,300 4,200 9,000 9,000 10,200 7,600 2,700

Coho 3,900 1,400 3,600 1,300 2,700 18,400 13,000 17,700 16,000 6,600

Chum 1,100 6,900 14,369 19,000 13,900 4,600 1,400 5,000 3,300 300

Skagit
Pink * * * 9,500 * 111,400 * 104,400 * 17,800

Chum * * * * * * * * * *

Stillaguamish/
Snohomish

Pink * * * 78,600 * 641,300 * 264,600 * 315,000

Coho-8A 300 * * 5 40 900 600 110 100 400

Coho-8D 30 0 * 0 0 70 200 150 10 500

Chum-8A * * * * * * * * 1,100 *

Chum-8D * 0 * 0 0 0 0 0 1,400 0

South Sound

Pink * 50 * 25,200 * 87,000 * 40,000 * 86,700

Coho2 90 300 * 80 100 80 500 180 50 100

Chum 162,700 258,200 126,400 223,500 195,100 225,000 268,600 200,600 209,600 110,700

Hood Canal

Coho2 1,000 2,700 2,100 2,000 5,600 4,200 9,300 2,400 200 4,100

Coho-9A 70 2,300 4,400 80 500 1,700 6,400 3,800 400 1,400

Coho-12A 1,000 1,100 400 90 400 1,000 1,600 800 100 2,600

Chum 187,300 390,900 237,300 257,600 276,700 649,400 269,900 230,500 194,800 167,300
Catch table includes All-Citizen commercial salmon catch in Puget Sound terminal areas only (does not include pre-terminal, sport or prior interceptions).  
1 All catches over one hundred are rounded to the nearest one hundred, catches under are to the nearest ten. 
2 In recent years there have been no coho directed fisheries in South Sound or Hood Canal.  Coho catches are from fish reported on tickets during the chum fisheries.

Table 4.  2009-2018 Puget Sound Treaty Indian Commercial Salmon Net Catch in corresponding marine areas open to all-citizen 
Puget Sound commercial salmon permits and adjacent freshwater areas.

Region Species 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009

Dungeness Coho 1,100 1,800 1,200 200 1,400 700 2,300 2,600 700 2,900

Area 7/7A Chum 28,000 66,400 51,700 65,400 86,900 50,200 40,800 43,800 17,600 7,800

Nooksack/       
Samish

Chinook 1,400 14,600 31,700 8,600 8,200 14,600 16,000 14,300 11,600 8,700

Coho 7,900 28,300 48,200 13,800 26,700 75,900 47,800 53,900 67,900 38,200

Chum 500 11,000 9,200 21,200 18,800 14,700 16,400 45,000 14,900 5,200

Skagit
Pink * 3,200 * 50,200 * 425,300 * 209,800 * 279,100

Chum 0 200 500 1,600 1,400 1,300 4,600 1,200 6,100 2,500

Stillaguamish/
Snohomish

Pink * 900 * 27,800 * 377,316 * 179,100 * 172,000

Coho-8A 10,400 1,000 * 1,800 11,400 18,000 15,500 12,100 1,800 18,600

Coho-8D 15,000 44,600 77,200 6,400 35,000 35,700 39,300 7,800 400 12,800

Chum-8A 0 * * * * 60 1,400 200 2,000 3,800

Chum-8D 300 2,600 1,500 5,100 11,100 4,400 2,600 31,900 66,700 4,800

South Sound
Coho 2,700 73,700 75,600 11,100 55,500 85,000 132,230 42,500 25,800 105,100

Chum 57,200 129,800 87,200 114,000 198,400 195,700 176,500 196,800 241,000 101,100

Hood Canal

Coho 12,500 35,000 29,700 4,800 22,000 17,400 57,200 51,900 13,700 31,800

Coho-9A 380 4,900 17,100 200 3,200 6,600 12,100 11,700 4,600 7,700

Coho-12A 5,400 7,100 11,800 500 500 13,500 7,100 4,400 5,100 15,500

Chum 201,000 448,100 327,500 388,400 295,000 543,800 309,600 277,500 187,500 219,200
Notes:  Catch table includes Treaty Indian commercial salmon catch in Puget Sound and freshwater terminal areas only (does not include pre-terminal or prior 
interceptions).  All catches over one hundred are rounded to the nearest one hundred, catches under are to the nearest ten.
* Indicates no directed commercial fishery occurred.
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SPECIES: FISHING GEARS: FISHING HOURS AND DAYS: 
M=MONDAY, T=TUESDAY, W=WEDNESDAY, TH=THURSDAY, F=FRIDAY, Sa=SATURDAY, Su=SUNDAY

CK = Chinook RN = Reef Net <  > = Daylight Gillnet Hours for days inside brackets

CO = coho GN = Drift Gillnet -  = Days separated by dashes denote continuous hours (24 hours / day), except SK and BS gear, and in Areas 
7/7A fisheries.

SO = sockeye SK = Skiff Gillnet

CM = chum PS = Purse Seine Single days or days separated by commas denote that daily/nightly fishing hours are in effect.

PK = pink BS = Beach Seine
MGT = Directed Management Species

Table 5. Weekly Open Periods by Management and Catch Reporting Areas, including Daily/Nightly Fishing 
Hours and Directed Species, for the 2019 Puget Sound All-Citizen Commercial Salmon Fishery as Agreed 
During the PFMC/North of Falcon Preseason Regulation Planning Process.1

Mgt 
week

Week 
Begins

Gillnet Purse Seine Areas 7 & 7A² Area 7B4 Area 8 & 8A Area 8D

Daily Hours 2 Nightly 
Hours 2

Daily
 Hours 2 mgt GN7 PS RN5 mgt GN PS mgt GN PS mgt GN PS

30 21-Jul 6am-11pm 8pm-7am 6am-9pm SO

Fraser Panel Control

31 28-Jul 6am-11pm 8pm-7am 6am-9pm SO
32 4-Aug 6am-11pm 8pm-7am 6am-9pm SO
33 11-Aug 6am-11pm 7pm-8am 6am-8pm SO CK Su,M,T W
34 18-Aug 5am-11pm 7pm-8am 6am-8pm SO CK Su,M,T,W W
35 25-Aug 5am-11pm 7pm-8am 6am-8pm SO CK Su,M,T,W W PK ³ ³
36 1-Sep 5am-11pm 7pm-8am 6am-8pm CO CO Su-Th 16,18 W PK ³ ³
37 8-Sep 5am-11pm 7pm-8am 7am-7pm CO CO Su-Th 16,18 M,W,F PK ³ ³

38 15-Sep 6am-10pm 6pm-8am 7am-7pm CO CO Su-Th 16 M,W,F

39 22-Sep 7am-9pm 6pm-8am 7am-7pm CO Su-Sa CO   Su-Sa8   Su-Sa9 CO Su, M-W,Th T
40 29-Sep 7am-9pm 6pm-8am 7am-7pm CO Su-Sa CO   Su-Sa8   Su-Sa9 CO Su, M-W,Th T
41 6-Oct 7am-9pm 6pm-8am 7am-6pm CM F,Sa F,Sa Su-Sa CO   Su-Sa8   Su-Sa9 CO Su, M-W,Th T
42 13-Oct 7am-8pm 5pm-9am 7am-6pm CM M,T,F-Sa17 M,T,F-Sa17 Su-Sa CO   Su-Sa8   Su-Sa9 CO Su, M-W,Th W
43 20-Oct 7am-8pm 5pm-9am 7am-6pm CM Su-Sa Su-Sa Su-Sa CO   Su-Sa8   Su-Sa9 CM ³ ³ CO Su, M-W,Th T
44 27-Oct 7am-7pm 5pm-9am 7am-6pm CM Su-Sa Su-Sa Su-Sa CM   Su-Sa8   Su-Sa9 CM ³ ³ CO Su, M-W,Th M
45 3-Nov 7am-7pm 5pm-9am 7am-5pm CM Su-Sa Su-Sa Su-Sa CM  M-F10,11  M-F10,11 CM ³ ³ CO Su, M-W,Th T,Th
46 10-Nov 6am-6pm 4pm-8am 7am-5pm CM CM  M-F10,11  M-F10,11 CM ³ ³ CM <W,Th,F> M
47 17-Nov 6am-6pm 4pm-8am 7am-5pm CM  M-F10,11  M-F10,11 CM ³ ³ CM <W,Th,F> T
48 24-Nov 7am-6pm 4pm-8am 7am-5pm CM  M-F10,11  M-F10,11 CM <W,Th,F> W
49 1-Dec 7am-6pm 4pm-8am 7am-5pm CM  M-F10,11  M-F10,11

50 8-Dec 8am-6pm 3pm-9am 8am-4pm

Gear and Fishing Restrictions Brief
GN Restrictions PS Restrictions RN Restrictions BS Restrictions

Area 7/7A sockeye fisheries: 
“Bird Strip” required Chum fisheries: 5” strip required Logbooks required for retention 

of marked Chinook.
Net Retrieval: nets must be 

hand pulled to beach.

Area 7/7A: 45 min soak and 
recovery box required

Area 7/7A: Brail and recovery box  
Area 7B/7C: Brail and recovery box,  

during Fraser Panel Control
300 marked Chinook cap for all. Area 12A: release all non-Co-

ho salmon.

GN release:  
See release requirements in 

Chapter 3

PS release:  
See release requirements in  

Chapter 3

RF release:  
See release requirements in 

Chapter 3

Area 12C: Release Chum prior 
to Oct. 1

4



TABLE FOOTNOTES

1 Openings are subject to change by emergency regulation in-season; Exclusion zones and in-season restrictions applicable to Puget Sound fisheries are 
described in WAC 220-354.

2

Hours are expressed in local time and use Pacific Standard and Pacific Daylight Time (PDT) as defined per WAC 220-354-190; the hours listed in Table 5 
are in effect unless otherwise noted. Daytime fisheries ending on a Friday close at 4:00 PM per RCW 77.50.010(1).  Fraser Panel fishing times will differ 
from these hours. WAC 220-354-150 prohibits gillnet openings in the Fraser sockeye or pink fisheries between midnight and 1½ hours after sunrise, to 
provide protection to seabirds.

3 Fisheries cancelled or delayed to protect stocks of concern, per PFMC and North-of-Falcon pre-season agreements, opening possible per in-season run 
size adjustments.

4 Fishing days in Area 7C are scheduled for the same days as in 7B during weeks 33-37. 
5 5:00 AM – 9:00 PM daily schedule for reef net gear.
6 Area 12C beach seine is in Hoodsport Hatchery zone only.

7 Gillnets in Area 7/7A chum fisheries must use recovery boxes, release Chinook and coho, and limit soak time (first mesh in to last mesh out) for sets to not 
exceed 45 minutes in Areas 7 and 7A during weeks 41 and 42. Adjusted gillnet hours during Area 7/7A chum fisheries, 7AM-midnight.

8 Area 7B Gillnet open 24 hours per day from 7:00 AM 9/22 until midnight 11/02
9 Area 7B Purse seine open 24 hours per day from 7:00 AM 9/22 until 6:00 PM 11/02.

10 7B Whatcom Creek Zone (east of a line from Post Point to the flashing red light at the west entrance to Squalicum Harbor) is open 7 days per week during 
chum mgmt. period beginning 10/30.

11 Open 24 hours per day from ‘daily hours’ start time on Monday until 4:00 PM on Friday.
12 Area 9A open 24 hours per day from 7:00 AM 8/12 through – 7:00 PM 11/3. 
13 Modified gillnet hours in Area 10/11, close a 7:00am the following day
14 Beach Seine fishery (Hoodsport Hatchery Zone only) weeks 45 to 48 pending in-season management discussion.
15 Area 12C opens to GN and PS pending in-season management discussion.
16 Adjusted gillnet hours in Areas 7B/7C weeks 36-37 and Area 7B week 38: open 24 hours per day from 7:00 AM Sunday until 7:00 AM Friday.
17 Additional opening is possible for 7/7A chum on Friday 10/18 or Saturday 10/19.  The co-managers will hold a conference call on Thursday 10/17.
18 Area 7B/7C gillnet mesh requirements during weeks 36 and 37 (9/1-9/15): minimum 5-inch mesh in Area 7B and minimum 7-inch mesh in Area 7C.
19 Hazel Point Closure Open to GN Oct 21, 24, 28, and 31.

Table 5. (Continued)

Mgt 
week

Week 
Begins

Areas 10 & 11 Areas 12,12B & 12C⁴ Area 12A Area 6D Area 9A Skiff Gillnet & 
Beach Seine 

Hoursmgt GN PS mgt GN PS BS mgt SK BS mgt SK mgt SK12

30 21-Jul CK
31 28-Jul CK T,Th6 7am-7pm
32 4-Aug CK T,Th6 7am-7pm
33 11-Aug PK CK T,Th6 7am-7pm
34 18-Aug PK 3 3 CK T,Th6 T,W,Th CO Su-Sa 7am-7pm
35 25-Aug PK 3 3 CK T,Th6 CO ³ M,T,W,Th,F CO Su-Sa 7am-7pm
36 1-Sep PK 3 3 CK T,Th6 CO ³ M,T,W,Th,F CO Su-Sa 7am-7pm
37 8-Sep CO CO CO ³ M,T,W,Th,F CO Su-Sa 7am-7pm
38 15-Sep CO CO CO ³ M,T,W,Th,F Sa CO Su-Sa 7am-7pm
39 22-Sep CO CO CO ³ M,T,W,Th,F CO T,W,Th,F CO Su-Sa 7am-7pm
40 29-Sep CO CO CO ³ M,T,W,Th,F CO M,T,W,Th,F CO Su-Sa 7am-7pm
41 6-Oct CO CO CO M,T,W,Th,F CO Su-Sa 7am-7pm
42 13-Oct CM Th W CM <Th> W CO M,T,W,Th,F CO Su-Sa 7am-7pm
43 20-Oct CM Su,Th W CM <M19,Th19> W CO M,T,W,Th,F CO Su-Sa 7am-7pm
44 27-Oct CM T,Th M CM <T19,Th19> M CO M,T,W,Th,F CO Su-Sa 7am-7pm
45 3-Nov CM Su,W13 T,Th CM <M,W>15 T,Th15 14 7am-7pm
46 10-Nov CM CM <T,Th>15 W15 14 7am-7pm
47 17-Nov CM CM <M,W>15 T15 14 7am-7pm
48 24-Nov CM W15 14 7am-7pm
49 1-Dec 7am-7pm
50 8-Dec 7am-7pm

5



License Type Resident Non-Resident
Salmon Gill Net - Puget Sound $585* $970*
Salmon Purse Seine $750* $1,135*
Salmon Reef Net $585* $970*
Non-Participant Renewal $115* 115*
Emerging Commercial Fishery Permit $185 $295
Replacement fee $20
Designated operator change $127
Designated vessel change $140
* Includes Application Fees and Surcharges
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2. 2019 GENERAL PROVISIONS
2.1 Commercial License Information

 This sub-chapter presents portions of RCW 77, and WAC 220 which are applicable to commercial licensing 
requirements for any Puget Sound commercial salmon fishery. This information is not intended to present all 
laws and regulations pertaining to commercial salmon fishing. Fishers are advised to refer to the Washington 

State Legislature website for specific rules and regulations. 
http://leg.wa.gov/LawsAndAgencyRules/Pages/default.aspx

License Types, Fees, and Renewals:
(RCW 77.65.160)

The following commercial salmon fishery licenses are required for the license holder to use the specified gear to fish for 
salmon in state waters. Only a person who meets the qualifications of RCW 77.70.090 may hold a license listed in this 
subsection. The licenses and their annual license fees, application fees, and surcharges under RCW 77.95.090 are:

Notwithstanding the annual license fees and surcharges, a person who holds a resident commercial salmon fishery 
license shall pay an annual license fee of one hundred dollars plus the surcharge and application fee if all of the following 
conditions are met: the license holder is at least seventy-five years of age; the license holder owns a fishing vessel and 
has fished with a resident commercial salmon fishery license for at least thirty years; and the commercial salmon fishery 
license is for a geographical area other than the Puget Sound. An alternate operator may not be designated for a license 
renewed at the one hundred dollar annual fee.

License renewal allowed only if license was held during the previous year, or if license was acquired by transfer. Non-par-
ticipation renewal authorizes the holder of a salmon license to renew it for the following year but not to participate in 
the fishery during that calendar year. 

If, for any reason, the department does not allow any opportunity for a commercial fishery during a calendar year, the 
director shall either: Waive the requirement to obtain a license for that commercial fishery for that year; or refund appli-
cable license fees upon return of the license (RCW 77.65.060)

Commercial Crewmember Licenses

(RCW 77.65.610)

An individual age sixteen and older who works on board any vessel while operating in a commercial fishery regulated by 
the state must obtain a crewmember license from the department. A crewmember license is required for each individ-
ual who participates in the operation of the vessel or the harvest. For the purposes of this section, the term “harvest” 
includes participation in tending, deploying, retrieving, or baiting fishing gear, harvesting, or placing fish or shellfish in 
holds. 
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A crewmember license must be purchased in the name of the individual working as the crewmember. A crewmember 
license purchased by a crewmember may not be transferred to another individual.

Up to two crewmember licenses may be purchased and held by a commercial fishing license holder for use by any indi-
vidual working on the vessel named in the commercial fishing license. Each crewmember license held by a commercial 
fishing license holder covers one crewmember per trip, but the same crewmember license may be used to authorize a 
different individual to act as a crewmember on a subsequent trip.

The fee for an annual crewmember license is $35 for residents and $110 for nonresidents. Additional application fees 
and surcharges do not apply except that if the license is purchased through the automated licensing system the fees 
authorized in RCW 77.32.050 apply. The annual crewmember license is valid for a calendar year.

Family members of the commercial license holder or alternate operators are exempt from the requirements of this 
section. For purposes of this section, family members include children, grandchildren, spouse, parents, or siblings of the 
commercial license holder.

Vessel Designation and Registration

(RCW 77.65.100)

This section applies to all commercial fishery licenses, delivery licenses, and charter licenses. An applicant for a license 
subject to this section may designate a vessel to be used with the license. Except for emergency salmon delivery licens-
es, the director may issue a license regardless of whether the applicant designates a vessel. An applicant may designate 
no more than one vessel on a license subject to this section. A license for a fishery that requires a vessel authorizes no 
taking or delivery of food fish or shellfish unless a vessel is designated on the license. A delivery license authorizes no 
delivery of food fish or shellfish unless a vessel is designated on the license.

(WAC 220-351-030)

In any licensed fishery for which a vessel is required under chapter 77.65 RCW, or for any delivery of food fish or shellfish, 
or for any charter fishery, it is unlawful to fish for, harvest, deliver, or possess food fish or shellfish unless: The licensee 
has designated the vessel from which the food fish or shellfish are to be taken or delivered; The department has issued a 
commercial license to the licensee showing the vessel so designated; and The vessel operator has the commercial license 
in physical possession.

Every vessel designated to participate in a commercial fishery or to deliver food fish or shellfish must have the official 
Coast Guard documentation number, complete state registration number, or Alaska department of fish and game regis-
tration number permanently displayed in ten-inch tall numbers, or letters and numbers, of proportionate width, clearly 
visible from each side of the vessel. It is unlawful to participate in a commercial fishery or deliver food fish or shellfish 
without having such numbers displayed. This subsection does not apply to salmon guide, charter, or nontransferable 
emergency salmon delivery licensees, or to Canadian vessels delivering under a nonlimited entry delivery license.

(WAC 220-351-020)

At the time a vessel is first designated on any license pursuant to WAC 220-351-030, the department will issue a perma-
nent vessel registration number and a set of two vessel registration decals. The vessel registration decals must be affixed 
to the registered vessel in a permanent manner and be clearly visible from each side of the vessel. 

Alternate Operator

(RCW 77.65.110)

This section applies to all commercial fishery licenses and delivery licenses: A person designated as an alternate operator 
must possess an alternate operator license issued under RCW 77.65.130, and be designated on the fishery license prior 
to engaging in the activities authorized by the license. The holder of the commercial fishery license or delivery license 
may designate up to two alternate operators for the license, except: Whiting—Puget Sound fishery licensees may not 
designate alternate operators; Emergency salmon delivery licensees may not designate alternate operators. The fee to 
change the alternate operator designation is $22 in addition to the application fee of $105.
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Vessel Operation

(RCW 77.65.130)

A person who holds a commercial fishery license or a delivery license may operate the vessel designated on the license. 
A person who is not the license holder may operate the vessel designated on the license only if: The person holds an 
alternate operator license issued by the director; and the person is designated as an alternate operator on the underlying 
commercial fishery license or delivery license under RCW 77.65.110.

Only an individual at least sixteen years of age may hold an alternate operator license.

No individual may hold more than one alternate operator license. An individual who holds an alternate operator license 
may be designated as an alternate operator on an unlimited number of commercial fishery licenses or delivery licenses 
under RCW 77.65.110.

For additional and most up to date information fishers are advised contact 
WDFW Licensing Division:

 (360) 902-2464.
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Fish Dealer License

-

 for a person in the state who engages in the wholesale selling, buying, or brokering of 

$400 $475. The applica-
$105.

and sales according to the rules of the department.

$50. 

$245 $630
and nonresident endorsements is $105.



10

Limited Fish Seller Endorsement

licenses.

$70.
is $145. $105.

 



QUICK REPORTING
Transmit catch data by either:

FAX transmission to: (360) 902-2949
E-mail to:  

Telephone to: (866)-791-1279

FISH RECEIVING TICKETS
State copies must be sent to:

Olympia, Washington 98504-3200
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Sale and Purchase of Commercial Caught Salmon

It is unlawful for any person licensed to take salmon for commercial purposes to: 

 

10:00 a.m
Submission of a report 
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This sub-chapter presents portions of RCW 77, and WAC 220 applicable to the general rules and regulations 

purposes is permissible under state law or department rule.



salmon less than 16 inches in length, except as follows: In the Puget Sound, Grays Harbor, Willapa Bay and Columbia 

 

purse seine gear

gillnet gear
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This sub-chapter presents portions  of RCW 77, and WAC 220 applicable to the Puget Sound Commercial 

The Puget Sound Commercial Salmon Monitoring Program

fail to 

adipose 

For more information on the Puget Sound Commercial Salmon Monitoring Program please contact 
WDFW Fish Program at: (360)-902-2677 or (360)-902-2717
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3. 2019 COMMERCIAL FISHING VESSEL REGULATIONS

marker must be labeled legibly and permanently with the name and gill-net license number of the owner of the net. It 

reel or drum.

This subchapter presents portions of RCW 77, and WAC 220 applicable to Purse Seine vessel prosecuting Puget 

It is unlawful to retain the following salmon species taken with purse seine gear within the following areas during the 
following periods: 
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Lawful purse seine salmon nets in Puget Sound  while wet, and 
purse seine and lead combined must not exceed 2,200 feet

.

mesh while the mesh is wet.

the bunt. 

Special Purse Seine Mesh Size

 Hand-held dip nets must be constructed of a shallow bag 

assistance.
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Recovery Boxes

(WAC 220-354-100 (7))

When brailing is required, it is unlawful to take or fish for salmon with purse seine gear unless the purse seine vessel has 
aboard and uses operable recovery boxes as described in this subsection. Dimensions and capacities of required recovery 
boxes: Recovery boxes must have two chambers per box if one box is used, or one chamber per box if two boxes are 
used. Each recovery box chamber must have an inside length measurement of 48 inches, an inside width measurement 
of 10 inches, and an inside height measurement of 16 inches. Each chamber of the recovery box must have an inlet hole 
measuring between 3/4 inch and 1 inch in diameter. The inlet hole must be centered horizontally across the door or wall 
of the chamber, and the bottom of the hole must be located 1-3/4 inches above the floor of the chamber. Each chamber 
of the recovery box must include a water outlet hole on the opposite wall from the inlet hole, and the outlet hole must 
be at least 1-1/2 inches in diameter, with the bottom of the outlet hole located 12 inches above the floor of the chamber. 
Flow of water through each chamber of the recovery boxes must be not less than 16 gallons per minute, nor more than 
20 gallons per minute.

Each box and chamber must be operating during any time that the net is in the water. The vessel operator must 
demonstrate to department employees, upon request, that the pumping system is delivering the proper volume of fresh 
seawater into each chamber. All salmon that will not be retained must be released immediately with care and with the 
least possible injury to the fish, or placed into the operating recovery box. Any fish that is bleeding or lethargic must be 
placed in the recovery box prior to being released. All fish placed in the recovery boxes must be released within the same 
catch area as the area of capture, and the release must occur prior to landing or docking.



WAC 220-350-060

“…a gillnet of single web construction, not an-
chored, tied, staked, placed, or weighted in such 
a manner that it cannot drift.”

WAC 220-350-170

“…a gillnet of single web construction with floats along 
the corkline sufficient to float the net. A skiff gillnet 
may be laid in part on shore, but may not be anchored, 
tied, or staked, nor have a lead line so heavily weight-
ed that the net cannot drift.”

2019 Puget Sound Release of Incidentall Caught Salmon
Area Target Species Release Species Release Requirments
6D Coho Chinook Release at All Times
6D Coho Chum Release prior to Oct 14th

7,7A Chum Chinook, Coho Release Oct 9th - Oct 20th
7B,7C Chinook, Coho, Chum none none

8D Coho, Chum none none
9A Coho Chum Release Prior to Oct 1st
9A Coho Chinook Release at All Times

10,11 Chum none none
12A Coho Chinook, Chum Release at All Times

12,12B,12C Chum none none
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3.2 Gillnet and Skiff Gillnet Regulations
This sub-chapter presents portions of RCW 77, and WAC 220 applicable to Gillnet vessels prosecuting 

Puget Sound commercial salmon fishing. The specific gear regulations will be detailed herein apply at all 
times during the season. This information is not intended to present all laws and regulations pertaining to 
commercial salmon fishing. Fishers are advised to refer to the Washington State Legislature’s website for 

specific rules and regulations. 
http://leg.wa.gov/LawsAndAgencyRules/Pages/default.aspx

For this sub-chapter a Gillnet and Skiff Gillnet are defined as:

Release of Incidentally Caught Salmon

(WAC 220-354-160)

It is unlawful to retain the following salmon species taken with Gillnet and Skiff gillnet gear within the following areas 
during the following periods: Chinook salmon - Areas 7, 7A: from 10/9 – 10/20, at all times in 6D, 9A, 12A. Coho salmon 
- At all times in Areas 7, 7A: from 10/9 – 10/20. Chum salmon – Area 6D: prior to 10/1, 9A: prior to 10/14, 12A: at all 
times. 

Lawful Gear Requirements: Net, Mesh, and Recovery Boxes

(WAC 220-354-140)

It is unlawful to use drift gillnet salmon gear in Puget Sound that exceeds 1,800 feet in length or contains meshes of a 
size less than 5 inches.

It is unlawful to use skiff gillnet salmon nets in Puget Sound that exceed 600 feet in length, 90 meshes in depth, or that 
contain meshes of a size less than 5 inches, except in Area 9A, where skiff gillnets are further restricted by not being 
more than 60 meshes deep. It is unlawful to retrieve skiff gillnets by any means except by hand (no hydraulics may be 
used). It is unlawful to fail to attend to skiff gillnets at all times.



2019 Puget Sound Gillnet Mesh Restrictions
Target Species Mesh Size Restrictions (minimum inches)

Chinook 7" 
Chinook Area 7C 7": through WK 37

Coho 5" 
Coho Area 9A 5": with  60 mesh maximum depth

Pink: 5": min and max
Chum: All Areas 6.25" 
Frasery Sockeye 5"  min to 5.5" maximum
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Drift gillnets and skiff gillnets shall be operated substantially in a straight line. It is unlawful to set such nets in a circle or 
to set them in other than a substantially straight line. It is unlawful to operate any drift gillnet, attended or unattended, 
unless there is affixed, within five feet of each end of the net, two red size A-3 buoys, marking the visible end of the cork 
line portion of the net. One of the two buoys shall be marked in a visible, legible, and permanent manner with the name 
and gillnet license number of the fisher. The cork line portion of the net shall be marked every 50 fathoms of the net with 
size A-1 buoys.

It is unlawful to take or fish for salmon with gillnet gear in Areas 7 or 7A sockeye or pink salmon fisheries unless said 
gillnet gear is constructed so that the first 20 meshes below the cork line are composed of five-inch mesh, white opaque, 
minimum 210/30d (#12) diameter, nylon twine. 

Recovery Boxes
(WAC 220-354-140 (5))

It is unlawful to take or fish for salmon with gillnet gear when recovery boxes are required in areas defined under WAC

220-301-030 unless the gillnet vessel has aboard and uses said operable recovery boxes as described in this subsection. 
Dimensions and capacities of required recovery boxes: Recovery boxes must have two chambers, if one box, or one 
chamber in each box, if two boxes. Each recovery box chamber must have an inside length measurement of 48 inches, an 
inside width measurement of 10 inches, and an inside height measurement of 16 inches. Each chamber of the recovery 
box must have an inlet hole measuring between 3/4 inch and 1 inch in diameter. The inlet hole must be centered 
horizontally across the door or wall of the chamber, and the bottom of the hole must be located 1-3/4 inches above the 
floor of the chamber. Each chamber of the recovery box must include a water outlet hole on the opposite wall from the 
inlet hole, and the outlet hole must be at least 1-1/2 inches in diameter, with the bottom of the outlet hole located 12 
inches above the floor of the chamber. Flow of water through each chamber of the recovery boxes must be not less than 
16 gallons per minute, nor more than 20 gallons per minute. 

Each box and chamber must be operating during any time that the net is being retrieved or picked. The vessel operator 
must demonstrate to department employees, upon request, that the pumping system is delivering the proper volume of 
fresh seawater into each chamber. All salmon not to be retained must be released immediately with care and with the 
least possible injury to the fish, or placed into the operating recovery box. Any fish that is bleeding or lethargic must be 
placed in the recovery box prior to being released. All fish placed in the recovery boxes must be released within the same 
catch area as the area of capture, and the release must occur prior to landing or docking.
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This sub-chapter presents portions  of RCW 77, and WAC 220 applicable to Reef Nets prosecuting Puget Sound 

1 to retain Chum or unmarked Coho salmon taken with reef net gear.

. 

Puget Sound Commercial Salmon Manager

Lawful Reef Net Gear Requirements

the bows of the reef net boats to the nearest end of the head buoys. The use of any false, detached, or auxiliary lead is 
unlawful.
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This sub-chapter presents portions of RCW 77, and WAC 220 applicable to Beach Seines prosecuting Puget 

It is unlawful to retain the following salmon species taken with beach seine gear within the following areas during the 

salmon nets in Puget 
. 
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4. 2019 PUGET SOUND SALMON MANAGEMENT AND CATCH 
REPORTING AREAS: 

EXCLUSION ZONES AND IN-SEASON RESTRICTIONS

This sub-chapter presents the WAC applicable Puget Sound commercial salmon Management and Catch 

Chapter 5

AREA 5

AREA 6

AREA 6A

AREA 6C

AREA 6D



AREA 7

AREA 7A

Boundary and on the east at the landfall on Sandy Point.

AREA 7C

AREA 7D

AREA 7E

AREA 8

between Camano Island and the mainland..

AREA 8A
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AREA 8D

north of Tulalip Bay.

AREA 9

AREA 9A 

AREA 10

AREA 10A

AREA 10C

AREA 10D
Sammamish.

AREA 10E

AREA 10F

AREA 10G
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AREA 11

and northerly of the Tacoma Narrows Bridge.

AREA 11A

AREA 12 shall include those waters of Puget Sound southerly of the site of the Hood Canal Bridge and northerly 

AREA 12A

AREA 12C

AREA 12D

AREA 13

Chambers Bay.

AREA 13A

AREA 13C shall include those waters of Puget Sound easterly of the railroad trestle at the mouth of Chambers Bay.

AREA 13D

AREA 13E

AREA 13F
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AREA 13G

AREA 13H

AREA 13I

AREA 13J

AREA 13K

 



4.2 Commercial Salmon Area Exclusions Zones

Area 6D Exclusion: 

Area 7 Exclusions: 

Island, and those waters within 1,500 feet of the shore of Fidalgo Island from the southwestern-most point of Fidalgo 



Area 7A Exclusion: 

Lummi 

Area 7C Exclusion: 

Area 8 Exclusion: 

Area 8A Exclusions: 

Area 8D Exclusion: 

Area 9 Exclusion: 

Point. 

Area 9A Exclusion: 

Area 10 Exclusions: 
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Area 10E Exclusion: 

Area 11 Exclusion: 

Those waters within 1,000 feet of the eastern shore. 

Area 12 Exclusions: 

Area 12A Exclusions: 

Area 12C Exclusions: Closed to purse seines and gillnets within 2,000 feet of the western shore between the dock at Glen 

Area 13A Exclusion: 



Area 9A Exclusion: Those wasters within 1000 feet of all freshwater streams. 

Area 10 Exclusions: 

Area 11 Exclusion: 

. 
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5. 2019 EXCLUSION ZONES AND IN-SEASON RESTRICTIONS MAPS
(WAC 220‐301-030)

This sub-chapter contains maps of the in-season area and fishery restrictions described in sub-chapters 4.1 
- 4.3. Fishers are advised to reference these maps, prior to fishing. These maps are NOT for navigational use. 

Maps are presented in the order of the Schedule. 
These maps may be found on the Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife’s website at:  

https://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/commercial/salmon



Areas7 and 7A
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5.1 North Puget Sound 
(WAC 220‐354‐080)



Area 7A Drayton Harbor and Iwersen Line
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Areas 7B, 7C, and 7D
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Areas 8, 8A, and 8D
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5.2 Central Puget Sound 
(WAC 220‐354‐080)



Area 10
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5.3 South Puget Sound 
(WAC 220‐354‐080)



Area 11
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Area 12, 12A, 12B, and 12C
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5.4 Hood Canal 
(WAC 220‐354‐080)



Area 9A - New for 2019
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5.5 Port Gamble 
(WAC 220‐354‐080)



Area 4B, 5, 6C, 6, 6B, and 6D
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5.6 Strait of Jaun De Fuca and Dungeness Bay
(WAC 220‐354‐080)
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6. APPENDIX
6.1 Reporting Derelict or Lost Gear

(WAC 220‐353‐020)

This appendix presents information pertinent to the protection and conservation of Puget Sound’s ecosystem, 
through the prevention and reporting of lost fishing gear.

More information can be found at: 
https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/habitat-recovery/derelict-gear

or the Washington State Legislature’s website at:  
http://leg.wa.gov/LawsAndAgencyRules/Pages/default.aspx

In 2002 the Northwest Straits Initiative, a program authorized by Congress to protect and restore marine resources in 
the Northwest Straits, began a comprehensive program to locate and remove harmful derelict fishing gear from Puget 
Sound. In cooperation with the Department of Fish and Wildlife and other federal and state agencies, it developed 
removal guidelines, created a database of known derelict gear, established a phone and web-based reporting system 
and began removing derelict fishing gear, primarily gillnets and crab pots. Since 2002, the Initiative had removed over 
5,900 pieces of derelict gear. Trained commercial divers and vessels locate derelict gear with side-scan sonar and camera 
surveys and then physically remove and dispose of the gear from the waters of Puget Sound and the Northwest Straits.

In 2012 the state legislature passed a law making it mandatory for commercial fishermen to report lost/abandoned nets 
to the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

It is unlawful for any person who loses or abandons non-tribal commercial net fishing gear within the waters of the state 
to fail to: Contact the Department of Fish and Wildlife within 24 hours.

REPORT within 24 hours of the loss!

Derelict Gear Hotlines
855-542-3935 

(WDFW)

360-733-1725 
(Northwest Straits)

Online Reporting System: 
http://www.derelictgeardb.org/reportgear.aspx

When reporting lost gear, provide the following required information: Type of gear; general location of the gear; latitude 
(if known) of the gear; longitude (if known) of the gear; estimated water depth where the gear is located; date the gear 
was lost; time the gear was lost; name of gear’s owner; telephone number of the gear’s owner; and email address (if 
available) of the gear’s owner. Failing to report lost or abandoned non-tribal commercial net gear under this subsection is 
an infraction under RCW 77.15.160.
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6.2 Marbled Murrelet Handling and Reporting

This appendix presents information pertinent  to the protection and conservation of Puget Sound’s ecosystem, 
through the reporting of any encountered Marbeld Murrelets.

More information can be found at: 
https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/species/brachyramphus-marmoratus

or the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service:  
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp0/profile/speciesProfile?sId=4467

In 2017, the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) issued the 20 year Marbled Murrelet Biological Opinion (Bi-Op). 
Under ESA Section 7 Consolations, the opinion outlined and addressed the impacts the Puget Sound Treaty and Non-
Treaty (All Citizen) salmon fisheries have on Marbled Murrelets. Below are the regulations commercial fishers are 
required to follow.

If a Marbled Murrelet is recovered alive, it should be retained until or unless it exhibits all of the following signs (if a 
recovered marbled murrelet exhibits all of these signs and has no obvious wounds, it should be released immediately):

a. The bird is capable of holding its head erect;
b. The bird breathes without noise;
c. The bird can flap both wings, and it can retract the wings to a normal folded position on the back; and
d. The bird is capable of elevating itself to stand on both feet, with its toes pointed forward.

If a recovered marbled murrelet exhibits all of these signs and has no obvious wounds, it should be released 
immediately. Fishers and observers shall report to USFWS, NOAA Fisheries, WDFW, BIA or a Tribal biologist (as 
appropriate) the approximate location, timing and date of the captured bird and, if possible, provide photographs of the 
bird. If the capture is reported to NOAA Fisheries, BIA and/or supporting staff, they shall relay the information to one of 
the USFWS personnel listed below. 

If the recovered bird does not exhibit all of the above traits, it must be retained aboard the vessel, and the USFWS should 
be contacted immediately. Marbled murrelets that must be held should be handled as little as possible and only while 
wearing gloves. They should be placed in a darkened, ventilated box along with a towel; if this is not possible, the closest 
equivalent should be used in order to keep the bird as calm as possible. The appropriate USFWS personnel shall be 
contacted (by availability, in the order listed) for further instructions:

REPORT enocounters within 24 hours! 
Reporting Hotlines

360-902-2677
(WDFW)

1-877-326-8837 (1-87-SEA-OTTER)
360-753-9593

(USFWS)

If USFWS personnel cannot be reached, NOAA Fisheries, BIA and/or supporting staff shall contact the Progressive Animal 
Welfare Society (PAWS) at 425-787-2500. People contacting either USFWS staff or PAWS about an injured marbled 
murrelet should be ready to describe the condition of the bird.



Area Location Description Latitude Longitude
8 Onamac Point 1,000 ft. north of Onamac navigational light 48° 11' 09”N 122° 32' 17”W

8A Gedney Island 3,000 ft. south of southern tip of Gedney Island 47° 59' 58”N 122° 18' 37”W
10 The Trees 2.1 miles south of Point Wells 47° 41' 56”N 122° 23' 12”W
10 Blake Island 800 ft. south of the southern tip of Blake Island 47° 31' 43”N 122° 29' 30”W
10 Alki 1.2 miles south of Alki Point 47° 33' 23”N 122° 24' 26”W
11 Point Heyer 1,000 ft. southeast of KVI radio tower on the point 47° 25' 13”N 122° 25' 40”W

12/12B Misery Point 600 ft. north of the Misery Point navigational light 47° 39' 28”N 122° 49' 49”W
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6.3 Marine Protected Areas and Artificial Reefs

This appendix presents information pertinent to the protection and conservation of Puget Sound’s ecosystem, 
through the establishment of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) and Artificial Reefs.

More information can be found at: 
https://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/management/mpa

To protect and preserve a variety of marine fish, shellfish, and habitats, WDFW has established marine reserves at 
several sites in Puget Sound. These are generally known as Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), and have either broad or 
focused restrictions on the harvest of marine resources within specified boundaries.

San Juan Island Marine Preserve Area
Admiralty Head Marine Preserve

Keystone Conservation Area
Brackett’s Landing Shoreline Sanctuary Conservation Area

Carkeek Park Marine Preserve
Golden Gardens Park Marine Preserve

Discovery Park Marine Preserve
Richey Viewpoint Marine Preserve

Emma Schmitz Memorial Marine Preserve
Lincoln Park Marine Preserve

Orchard Rocks Conservation Area
Waketickeh Creek Conservation Area

Octopus Hole Conservation Area
Sund Rock Marine Preserve

City of Des Moines Park Conservation Area
South 239th Street Park Conservation Area

Saltwater State Park Marine Preserve
Colvos Passage Marine Preserve
Titlow Beach Marine Preserve

Zee’s Reef Marine Preserve  
Saltar’s Point Beach Conservation Area.

Artificial Fishing Reef Locations:  Artificial fishing reefs have 
been constructed by the Department of Fish and Wildlife to 
provide recreational anglers access to a wide variety of fishes.  Fishers should avoid these areas, to avoid unnecessary 
gear loss.  These reefs may not be marked with buoys.  Please exercise caution when setting gear in the vicinity of 
these reefs and other known obstructions.  Underwater surveys, particularly at the Blake Island and Misery Point reefs, 
revealed severe gillnet entanglement which is detrimental not only to people who fish but to many fishes, birds, and 
mammals as well.



Be Whale Wise
and Follow the Law

NEW 
boating regulations 

protect orcas
DO NOT APPROACH within 300 
yards of any orca in U.S. waters 

300 yards = the distance  
of three football fields

STAY AWAY when in front  
or behind orcas

SLOW DOWN TO 7 KNOTS OR LESS 
when within 1,000 yards of orcas

The laws protect orcas by reducing impacts from 
vessels.  The laws apply to all motorized and non-
motorized vessels, including kayaks. (see RCW 77.15.740)

Violations can result in state fines of over $1,000 dollars.

For more information visit 
www.bewhalewise.org

Report Violations: 
1-800-853-1964

or online at
www.bewhalewise.org

Law in U.S.: under 7 knots within 1/2 mile of orcas

www.bewhalewise.org

Law in
 Canada: stay 400 meters from orcas

Law in U.S.: stay 300 yards from orcas

Law in U.S.:
Stay
400 yards
behind orcas

Law in U.S.:
Stay
400 yards
out of orcas’ 
path 

100 meters/yards
no approach zone for all

other marine mammals in US & Canada

Guidelin
e in Canada: under 7 knots within 1,000 meters of orcas

FISH AND WILDLIFE
WASHINGTON STATE

POLICE
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6.4 Southern Resident Killer Whale Vessel Regulations 
(RCW 77.15.740)

This appendix presents sections of RCW 77 applicable to the Protection of Southern Resident Orca Whales. 
This information is not intended to present all laws and regulations pertaining to commercial salmon fishing. 

More information can be found at: 
http://leg.wa.gov/LawsAndAgencyRules/Pages/default.aspx

and bewhalewise.or

Except as provided in the subsection below, it is unlawful to: 

Cause a vessel or other object to approach, in any manner, within 300 yards of a southern resident orca whale; Position 
a vessel to be in the path of a southern resident orca whale at any point located within 400 yards of the whale. This 
includes intercepting a southern resident orca whale by positioning a vessel so that the prevailing wind or water current 
carries the vessel into the path of the whale at any point located within 400 yards of the whale; Fail to disengage the 
transmission of a vessel that is within 300 yards of a southern resident orca whale

A person is exempt from the subsection 
above if that person is:

- Operating a federal government vessel in 
the course of his or her official duties, 

- Operating a state, tribal, or local 
government vessel when engaged in 
official duties involving law enforcement, 
search and rescue, or public safety; 

- Operating a vessel in conjunction with 
a vessel traffic service established under 
33 C.F.R. and following a traffic separation 
scheme, or complying with a vessel traffic 
service measure of direction; 

- Engaging in an activity, including scientific 
research, pursuant to a permit or other 
authorization from the National Marine 
Fisheries Service and the department; 

- Lawfully engaging in a treaty Indian or 
commercial fishery that is actively setting, 
retrieving, or closely tending fishing gear; 

- Conducting vessel operations necessary 
to avoid an imminent and serious threat 
to a person, vessel, or the environment, 
including when necessary for overall safety 
of navigation and to comply with state and 
federal navigation requirements…”



D e s i g n a t e d  C o m m e r c i a l  G e a r  Te s t i n g  A r e a s
Area Description

Bellingham Bay Inside and northerly of a line from Governor’s Point to the south tip of Eliza Island 
to Point Frances, in waters 10 fathoms and deeper.

Boundary Bay
North of a line from Birch Point to Point Roberts, and south of the international 

boundary, in waters 10 fathoms and deeper during times not under control of the 
Pacific Salmon Commission.

San Juan Channel Within a 1-mile radius of Point Caution during times not under control of the Pacif-
ic Salmon Commission.

Port Angeles Inside and westerly of a line projected from the east tip of Ediz Hook through buoy 
C “1” to the mainland.

Port Gardner Within a 2-mile radius of the entrance to Everett breakwater, in waters 10 fathoms 
and deeper.

Central Puget Sound Between lines from Meadow Point to Point Monroe, and Skiff Point to West Point, in 
waters 50 fathoms and deeper

East Pass Between lines from Point Robinson true east to the mainland, and from Dash Point 
to Point Piner, in waters 50 fathoms and deeper.

Port Townsend
Westerly of a line from the Coast Guard station in Port Townsend to Walan Point to 

Kala Point, in waters 10 fathoms and deeper.
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6.4 Testing Commercial Fishing Gear 
(WAC: 220-353-080

This appendix presents sections of WAC 220 applicable to testing commercial fishing gear. This information is 
not intended to present all laws and regulations pertaining to commercial salmon fishing. More information 

can be found at: 
http://leg.wa.gov/LawsAndAgencyRules/Pages/default.aspx

It is unlawful to test commercial fishing gear, except as follows:

All tows or sets are limited to 20 minutes, exclusive of setting and retrieving time.

All testing must only occur between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

Cod ends of trawl nets must be left open, all hooks of set line gear must be unbaited, and no lures or baited hooks may 
be used with jig or troll gear.

All incidentally caught fish and shellfish must be returned to the waters immediately. It is unlawful to retain fish or 
shellfish aboard the vessel at any time during a gear test operation.

NOTIFY prior to testing gear!
Contact

360-902-2936 
(WDFW Enforcement)
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