






FACT SHEET 

A. Nature and Location of Proposal: This non-project, or programmatic Final EIS (FEIS) evaluates

the environmental impacts of the commercial culture of fish in floating fish farms under two regulatory

alternatives. The objective of this FEIS is to provide information to regulators, the public, and the

Legislature for assessing the adequacy of existing regulations that affect the fish farming industry in

Washington, as well as presenting a Preferred Alternative that identifies actions that State and local

governments can undertake to avoid significant adverse environmental impacts.

The location of the proposal encompasses all Washington State marine waters from the west end of the 

Strait of Juan de Fuca, north to the Canadian border and south to Olympia. This area includes Hood 

Canal and all marine bays, harbors, inlets, and passages in Puget Sound. 

B. Proponent and Date of Implementation: At the direction of the Washington State Legislature, the

Department of Fisheries is preparing this EIS in consultation with the Departments of Ecology, Natural

Resources, and Agriculture. The nominal lead agency is the Washington Department of Fisheries.

C. Lead Agency, Responsible Official, and Contact Person:

Responsible Official: 

Contact Person: 

Duane E. Phinney, Chief 

Habitat Management Division 

Washington Department of Fisheries 

Judith Freeman 

Assistant Director 

Washington Department of Fisheries 

115 General Administration Building 

Olympia, WA 98504 

(206) 753-6772

D. Licenses Required: No licenses are required for this proposal. Numerous permits and approvals

are required for specific fish farm projects (see Appendix F).

E. Authors and Principal Contributors:

Parametrix, Inc. 

Areas of Contribution 

Principal author 

Bottom sediments and benthos 

Fish farm modeling 

Water quality 

Fish and shellfish 

Importation of new fish species 
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